
 

School District of New Richmond 
701 East 11th Street 

New Richmond, Wisconsin 54017 
Phone: 715-243-7411   Fax: 715-246-3638 

 

 

November 10, 2021 

 

Dear Students, Staff, and Parents, 

 

One year ago, we saw a surge both locally and regionally in COVID-19 cases. Currently, we find ourselves in the 

same situation with rising case numbers. To date, we have had 50 days of direct instruction with all our students in 

4K through 12th grade. These daily interactions allowed staff to build relationships, offer face-to-face academic 

instruction, provide daily meals, and the opportunity for students and staff to start the year with a level of routine 

despite the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Since the start of the school year, District staff have also been dealing with 

increased staff shortages due to sickness and/or a substitute shortage. Once again, flexibility is needed to contend 

with the ever-changing landscape of the COVID-19 pandemic. As a result of these circumstances, it is time to make a 

short-term change with the District calendar for all 4K-12 students and staff as a first line of defense to combat this 

recent surge.  

 

SDNR 2021-22 Calendar Changes 

November 22, 2021 No school for students and staff. This is a calendar change. 

November 23, 2021 No school for students and staff. This is a calendar change. 

November 24 - November 26, 2021 Thanksgiving Break as previously planned. 

November 29, 2021 School resumes for all students grades K-12 as previously planned.  

Original SDNR 2021-22 Calendar 

 

Current SDNR and COVID-19 Facts: 

• We averaged 3 unfilled certified education roles each day for the month of September. 

• We averaged 5 unfilled certified education roles each day for the month of October. 

• We have averaged 6 unfilled certified education roles each day for the month of November. 

• We have unfilled support staff roles daily due to sickness and lack of substitutes. 

• Due to a lack of substitutes, many Districts including SDNR is doubling up responsibilities to keep our 

students in school and receive face-to-face instruction. 

• We are currently trying to fill two para educator positions. 

• We have seen an increase in school transmission with our COVID-19 data. 

 

 
 

What we have recently changed: 

• Limit group gatherings in areas such as gymnasiums, cafeterias, hallways, and other high traffic areas. 

• Social distancing of 6 feet when reasonably possible. 

• Lower building capacity by not allowing visitors. 

• Limited spectators at events in certain instances. 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iylxnSjIPKovc3BNX6RKyLCeH4gmjmcq/view?usp=sharing


 

 

Additional mitigation strategies to be considered by the SDNR Board of Education in order and if necessary: 

1. Reinstate mandatory quarantines for close contacts. 

a. If you have been exposed to COVID-19, even if you are fully vaccinated, get tested for COVID-19 5 to 7 

days after exposure and monitor for symptoms. If you are not fully vaccinated, you should also 

quarantine immediately after being notified of your exposure to protect yourself, your family, and your 

community. If you are fully vaccinated, you do not need to quarantine but you should wear a mask in 

public indoor spaces for 14 days or until you receive a negative test result. 

2. Reinstate masking or face covering requirements K-5. 

3. Reinstate remote learning for K-5 students. 

 

These changes will assist in the following ways: 

• The calendar change would create a natural break for students, staff, and families as we deal with another 

surge in COVID-19 cases. Students and Staff would then return on Monday, November 29, 2021. 

• Various neighboring Districts have implemented similar mitigation strategies as discussed in this letter. 

 

Other Announcements: 

• All NRMS extra-curricular activities will be canceled on November 22, 2021 and November 23, 2021. 

• All NRHS extra-curricular activities will proceed as planned. 

• SCCPH Vaccination Clinic for students age 5-11 only on November 12, 2021 @ NRMS. 

• Tiger Pack will also be closed on November 22, 2021 and November 23, 2021. 

• Please reference the 2021-22 SDNR Tiger Launch Plan (8-24-21) for further clarification. 

 

Thank you for your patience and support as we navigate our way through the current pandemic challenges. We 

continue to monitor and make appropriate changes as needed at all levels. The staff is dedicated to providing the best 

education possible and your help in this matter is much appreciated. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Patrick B. Olson 

District Administrator 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QSgrLlWIA8Tqb-ZnMi6xIAQ7sKaGsdER/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17EH8GoyayPoG9EMHaBAKrnv-Wd5l4URc/view?usp=sharing

