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PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISORY – THROUGH December 7, 2021 
 

This advisory shall be in place through December 7, 2021, upon which time it will be 
reviewed by the Health Officer to determine if it should be continued, modified, or discontinued.  

WHEREAS, St. Croix County in Wisconsin is in a pandemic and COVID-19 continues to 
spread within the County. On October 4, 2021, St. Croix County had a COVID-19 case rate 
(rolling 7-day average) of 49 new daily cases per 100,000 population. This rate has dramatically 
increased compared to the average case rate of 7 cases per 100,000 on August 4, 2021 when the 
mask advisory was last renewed; and  

WHEREAS, community transmission of COVID-19 has increased across the entire state of 
Wisconsin. Every county in Wisconsin is currently at a high level of community transmission, 
measured from September 28, 2021 to October 4, 2021. A high level of community transmission 
is calculated as 100 cases or more in a 7-day period per 100,000 population. St. Croix County 
experienced a case rate of 333 cases per 100,000 population, much greater than 100 cases, in 
the 7-day period between September 27 and October 3.1; and 

WHEREAS, the total number of St. Croix County residents testing positive for COVID-19 
in September 2021 was 1,268 cases compared to 635 in August and 95 cases in July. This sharp 
increase in cases coincides with the start of the 2021-2022 school year. The age groups with the 
most positive cases in September were those 4-18 years old. Transmission within school 
buildings has been identified in every school district; and  

WHERAS, in the month of September 2021, eight residents of St. Croix County died due 
to COVID-19 being a direct cause or contributing factor in their death (verified by death 
certificate). At the time of their death, six of these individuals were between the ages of 60-69 
years old, one individual was between 70-79 years old, and one individual was between the ages 
of 80-89 years old; and 

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is closely monitoring 
variants of concern of the SARS-CoV-2 virus, which have mutations in the virus genome that 
alters the characteristics and cause the virus to infect and transmit disease in different ways that 

 
1 CDC Data Tracker: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view 22 CDC Scientific Brief: Community Use of Cloth Masks to 

Control the Spread of SARS-CoV-2. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/masking-science-sars-cov2.html 2 DHS COVID-19 Illness after 
Infection: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/vaccine-status.htm 
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require public health action. The Delta variant is more infectious than the original strain of 
COVID-19 and causes an increased amount of virus within infected individuals. The increase of 
infectiousness of the Delta variant is demonstrated in the COVID-19 virus samples sequenced in 
Wisconsin in September of 2021 where the Delta variant made up over 90% of all virus samples 
sequenced; and  

WHEREAS, public health guidance from the CDC, supported by the state of Wisconsin’s 
Department of Health Services (DHS), and based on the latest scientific data includes vaccination 
against COVID-19 and masking, according to vaccination status and community transmission 
levels, in combination with other non-pharmaceutical interventions. These measures will be 
adopted and recommended by St. Croix County Public Health; and  

WHEREAS, in Wisconsin in August 2021 there were 1,413.7 COVID-19 cases per 100,000 
population among individuals that were not fully vaccinated. Among fully vaccinated individuals 
in Wisconsin in August 2021 the rate was much less at 360 cases per 100,000 population. The 
rates of hospitalization and death also differed greatly between individuals not fully vaccinated 
and those fully vaccinated, with those not fully vaccinated experiencing greater rates of 
hospitalization and death2 ; and 

WHEREAS, on August 23, 2021 the Federal Drug Administration (FDA) gave full approval 
to the COVID-19 vaccine known as Pfizer-BioNTech for individuals age 16 and older. Two other 
vaccines for COVID-19, have been approved by the FDA for emergency use authorization and 
are available nationally and locally. The Pfizer vaccine is available for individuals 12 years of age 
and older. No vaccine against COVID-19 is currently approved for individuals under the age of 
12; and 

WHEREAS, the adoption of masking policies can add protection to residents both 
vaccinated and non-vaccinated against virus strains like Delta, especially if combined with other 
non-pharmaceutical interventions such as physical distancing, hand hygiene, and adequate 
ventilation;2 and  

WHEREAS, without adoption of the outlined measures to slow the spread of COVID-19, 
people in St. Croix County will suffer from more unnecessary illness, vulnerability from 
overwhelmed healthcare and public health systems, and insecurity from an unstable economy; 
and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 252.03, the local health officer: (i) shall promptly take 
all measures necessary to prevent, suppress and control communicable diseases; (ii) may do 

 
22 CDC Scientific Brief: Community Use of Cloth Masks to Control the Spread of SARS-CoV-2. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/masking-science-sars-cov2.html 

2 DHS COVID-19 Illness after Infection: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/vaccine-status.htm 
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what is reasonable and necessary for the prevention and suppression of disease; and (iii) may 
forbid public gatherings when deemed necessary to control outbreaks or epidemics; and  

WHEREAS, the local health officer deems the issuance of this advisory and the measures 
to be taken as set forth herein to be reasonable and necessary to prevent, suppress and control 
the spread of COVID-19 in St. Croix County; and 

NOW, THEREFORE BE ADVISED, that while all ongoing health recommendations remain 
of significant importance to reduce the spread of COVID-19, the following health 
recommendations are critical to suppress the further spread of COVID-19 and by this Advisory 
are effective October 6, 2021:  

 
1. DEFINITIONS.  

a. "Face mask'' means a piece of cloth or other material that is worn to cover 
the nose and mouth completely. A "face mask'' includes but is not limited 
to a cloth face mask, a disposable or paper mask, a neck gaiter, or a 
religious face mask. A "face mask'' does not include face shields, mesh 
masks, masks with holes or openings, or masks with vents. Cloth masks 
with multiple layers, surgical masks, and KN95 masks are recommended. 

b. “Fully vaccinated” means that it has been more than two weeks since an 
individual received the last dose in the COVID-19 vaccine series. 

c. “Non-Pharmaceutical Interventions (NPIs)” means recommendation and 
implementation of strategies to control disease, injury, and exposure 
control. Examples include: 

i. Mask wearing 
ii. Isolation and quarantine 
iii. Physical distancing  
iv. Hygiene3  

 
2. MASKING RECOMMENDED. Every individual, age five and older, in St. Croix 

County should wear a face mask if the following apply:  
a. The individual is not fully vaccinated; or  
b. The individual is fully vaccinated and is  

i. In public indoor settings when the level of community transmission in St. 
Croix County is at a “substantial” or “high” level. Our current transmission 
level is updated weekly can be found on the St. Croix County COVID-19 
Dashboard.  

ii. At local businesses and workplaces which ask individuals to mask. 

iii. In healthcare settings. 

 
3 capability11.pdf (cdc.gov) 

https://infogram.com/st-croix-county-covid-19-dashboard-1h9j6qggxzn754g?live
https://infogram.com/st-croix-county-covid-19-dashboard-1h9j6qggxzn754g?live
https://www.cdc.gov/cpr/readiness/00_docs/capability11.pdf


 

 
 

iv. In K-12 schools (staff, students, teachers, and visitors). 

v. At a place where masks are required by local, tribal, or territorial laws, 
rules, and regulations.  

vi. If they are residents or employees in a correctional or detention facility, 
jail, or homeless shelter. 

3. EXCEPTIONS.  
a. Individuals who are otherwise recommended to wear a face mask may 

remove the face mask in the following situations:  
i. While eating or drinking.  
ii. When communicating with an individual who is deaf or hard of 

hearing and communication cannot be achieved through other 
means.  

iii. While obtaining a service that requires the temporary removal of 
the face mask, such as dental services.  

iv. While sleeping.  
v. While swimming, diving, or on duty as a lifeguard.4  
vi. While competitive cheerleading (tumbling/stunting/flying) and 

gymnastics (while on an apparatus).7 
vii. During competitive wrestling contact unless an adult coach or 

official is closely monitoring for safety purposes.7 
viii. While a single individual is giving a religious, political, media, 

educational, artistic, cultural, musical, or theatrical presentation for 
an audience, the single speaker may remove the face mask when 
actively speaking. While the face mask is removed, the speaker 
must remain at least 6 feet away from all other individuals at all 
times.  

ix. When engaging in work where wearing a face mask would create a 
risk to the individual, as determined by government safety 
guidelines.  

x. When necessary to confirm the individual's identity, including when 
entering a bank, credit union, or other financial institution.  

xi. When federal or state law or regulations prohibit wearing a face 
mask.  

b. In accordance with CDC guidance, the following individuals are exempt 
from the face mask recommendations in Section 2:  

i. Children between the ages of 2 and 5 are encouraged to wear a 
mask when physical distancing is not possible. The CDC does not 
recommend masks for children under the age of 2.  

 
4 American Academy of Pediatrics, COVID-19 Interim Guidance: Return to Sports, 
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-interim-
guidance-return-to-sports/  

https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-interim-guidance-return-to-sports/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-interim-guidance-return-to-sports/


 

 
 

ii. Individuals who have trouble breathing.  
iii. Individuals who are unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable 

to remove the face mask without assistance.  
iv. Individuals with medical conditions, intellectual or developmental 

disabilities, mental health conditions, or other sensory sensitivities 
that prevent the individual from wearing a face mask.  

 
Enforcement and Applicability  
This advisory is not enforceable by law enforcement or anyone else. It is in the best interest of 
everyone living or physically present in St. Croix County to follow the recommendations of this 
advisory. 
 

Dated this 6th day of October 2021.   

 
Kelli Engen, MPH, RN   
Health Officer  

 

    


