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~ CLASS OF 2021 ~

This month’s newsletter is dedicated to the New Richmond High School Class
of 2021. Please join us in recognizing and celebrating the accomplishments
of the New Richmond High School Class of 2021 and their journey of effort,
perseverance, learning, friendships, and fun! We are proud of you. As you
wrap up this journey and earn your diploma, firmly take the next step to chase
down your dreams after graduation.We look forward to the great things each
of you will do! Congratulations! - Mr. Tom Wissink, NRHS Principal
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A Note From Your District Administrator

Go Tigers!

The 2020-2021 school year will be forever marked with
an asterisk -- COVID-19 and forced immense changes
for everyone. Even more than normal, educators became
front-page news and proved that they are central to our
communities. May 3rd-7th, 2021 marked staff appreciation
week here at the School District of New Richmond. Words
cannot express how grateful I am to work with such dedicated
individuals which makes up our District TEAM. The
selflessness, sacrifices, patience, trust, collaboration, and so
much more is why our students, community, and colleagues
are so lucky to have each one of these team members. I am
so proud of what we have been able to accomplish through
a global pandemic as each staff member is an integral part
of our Core Purpose: Inspire every student to learn to his or
her potential. This is further supported by our Core Values:
excellence, respect, integrity, learning, passion, diversity
and collaboration.
Over one year ago, a communication was sent to all parents
titled, SDNR COVID-19 Closure (Parent) 3-13-20. This
letter started our journey into a global pandemic known
as COVID-19. We have since passed this anniversary in
a prolonged state of inquiries, fatigue, and optimism. This
past year has been filled with many accomplishments yet
some items remain unresolved. I would first like to express
our sympathy to anyone that lost a family member or friend
to this virus. We owe ourselves some time for reflection but
we also owe it to one another to keep looking ahead. One of
my favorite quotes is “the past is like using your rear-view
mirror in your vehicle, it is good to glance back and see how
far you have come, but if you stare too long you will miss
what is right in front of you”. All year long, we grappled
with fluctuating health rules and guidance, all while trying
to keep our students and staff safe! I am overflowing with
Tiger Pride at what the SDNR team of staff members has
and continues to accomplish despite the daily challenges
of this global pandemic. When adversity is avoided or kept
from us, it prevents the rich roots of character, learning,
resilience, creativity, and conviction to germinate. In
simple terms, no adversity, no growth. Instead of avoiding
adversity, the SDNR team of staff members embraced the
challenges of not knowing what was ahead as Governor
Evers issued an order closing schools effective Wednesday,
March 18, 2020. Our focus from the start was to provide
continued education for all students at each level that is
effectively communicated, and one year later we continue
to do just that.
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a tremendous impact
on our community’s physical and mental health. Like you,
we have all learned a lot about how to adapt on a daily
basis. Our country, state, and community need resilient
schools, resilient educators and resilient students. It is hard
to fathom there are still schools throughout the nation and
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even in Wisconsin that are just
now coming back in person full
time, while the SDNR has been
able to be in person all year long
for K-5 and for most of the year in
both middle and high school.
As a District, we are fortunate
for the collaboration and
contributions of so many who
helped develop and implement
Patrick Olson
our 2020-21 Tiger Launch Plan.
District
Administrator
This level of forward thinking
included key mitigation strategies
of wearing masks, social distancing, handwashing, and
appropriate cleaning, all while taking proactive steps
with contact tracing. As I reflect on this anniversary, the
following items come to mind:
•

How important human interaction is as educators

•

Survival is and continues to be based on
teamwork, support, and attitude

•

New expertise and innovative methods have
created a more rich and flexible learning
environment for all

•

Adversity has fostered creativity and added
educational tools to our toolbox

•

No matter what the circumstances are, we
continue to reconfigure how we serve students

•

Education was never a one-size-fits all process
and these experiences have opened up a new
perspective of learning, growing, and achieving

We all continue to experience challenges, tribulations, and
higher emotions due the COVID-19 pandemic and your
support is very much appreciated. We continue to monitor
and make appropriate changes as needed at all levels.
Throughout this pandemic, numerous students, parents,
and community members shared their gratitude for the
unbelievable job the SDNR team of staff members have
done despite the daily challenges.
I encourage anyone reading this newsletter to reach out to
one or more of our 456 team members and express your
gratitude…as together, we DID make a difference!
With much pride,
Patrick B. Olson
District Administrator

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF NEW RICHMOND

Emergency Broadband Benefit
The Federal Communications Commission has launched a temporary

program to help families and households struggling to afford
Internet service during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Emergency
Broadband Benefit provides a discount of up to $50 per month
toward broadband service for eligible households and up to $75 per
month for households on qualifying Tribal lands. Eligible households
can also receive a one-time discount of up to $100 to purchase a
laptop, desktop computer, or tablet from participating providers.
Inspire Every Student to Learn to His or Her Potential

Eligible households can enroll through a participating broadband
provider or directly with the Universal Service Administrative
Company (USAC) using an online or mail in application.
You can learn more about the benefit, including eligibility and
enrollment information, by visiting www.fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit,
or by calling 833-511-0311.

SDNR Spring Sports Guidelines

SPRING EDITION 2021
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Continue Your Summer Learning

Mondays - Thursdays
July 12 - August 5, 2021
Grades K-8 (Grade in Fall 2021)
Summer Jumpstart is a reading and math readiness program. It is focused on eliminating
summer learning loss and providing academic support needed for children who are
behind grade level, or in danger of falling behind grade level, in their learning.

Go Tigers!

Registration is open to all district students; however, if classes fill, priority is given to
students with the greatest academic need.
• Online registration opens May 24 - June 4, 2021. Registration on Eleyo
is highly encouraged.
• FREE breakfast & lunch will be offered this summer during Jumpstart.
• More info can be found on www.newrichmond.k12.wi.us
*Dates are subject to change.

Face Coverings Optional - Starting June 7, 2021
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JAZZ at the High School - By Jodi Mealey, NRHS Choir Teacher
Music is swingin’ and jazz students are thriving at the high school! The Mealeys, a husband and wife team who

teach band and choir at NRHS, love to inspire youth through jazz music. Students arrive at school early 1-2 times
each week to practice and prepare for ensemble contests, community outreach, and a jazz concert in the Spring.
This is Matt’s 18th year directing the High School Jazz Band, and it continues to be a true passion for him. He also
teaches a Jazz Improvisation class, where students learn about jazz history, listen to jazz greats and learn how to
improvise. Jazz Improvisation is essentially the spontaneous invention of melodic, harmonic, and rhythmic solo
lines. Compared to the Jazz Band, the Jazz Choir is still relatively new, having only begun three years ago, when Jodi
started teaching High School Choir. In the Vocal Jazz Ensemble, students practice how to sing with the appropriate
styles, vocally improvise (scat sing), and learn how to best blend their voices on lush jazz chords.

Jazz Band: Anneka Salstrom, Elli Coulter, Cole
Trosen, Kyle Germain, Abigail Johnson, Isaac
Moe, Kevin Mayorga, Josh Mealey, Kyle Mealey,
Otto Gustafson, Maria Flom, Ian Mews, Christian
Germain, Amelia Ditman, Quentin Berhow, Charlie
Mendez, Josiah Halleen, Grace Gustafson, Shelby
Hennlich, Drew Eckert, Vanessa Morgen

Jazz Choir: Maddie Evans, Carolin Fuchs, Ellie BarlowSager, Anneka Salstrom, Amelia Blasing, Grace Gustafson,
Shelby Hennlich, Emily Zeller, Noah Hughes, Tom Hartl, Wyatt
Wolf, Dylan Kruizenga, Tayven George,Alex Jarchow, Sam
Heinecke, Chase Blasing

End of the School Year Important Dates!
Memorial Day
Monday, May 31, 2021 (No School)
Last Day of School for Students
*Wednesday, June 2, 2021 (No Late Start; Early Out for Students)
Last Day of School for Staff
Thursday, June 3, 2021
Summer Stretch
Monday - Friday, June 7-25, 2021
Jumpstart
Monday - Thursday, July 12- August 5, 2021
*Note Date Change

SPRING EDITION 2021
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Inspire Every Student to Learn to His or Her Potential

Congratulations to all the musical students who auditioned and made it into these elite ensembles!

March Madness Book Tournament at Hillside Elementary
A s NCAA March Madness played out on the court, students at Hillside Elementary enjoyed a tournament
of their own. Three brackets of books were created and classrooms voted on their favorite book for each
match-up. Below are the winners and runner-ups:
Kindergarten and First Grade Bracket
Winner: See the Cat: Three Stories About a Dog by David LaRochelle and
Mike Wohnoutka
Runner-up: A Polar Bear in the Snow by Mac Barnett and Shawn Harris
Second and Third Grade Bracket
Winner: I Survived The Sinking of the Titanic,1912 by Lauren Tarshis and
Haus Studio
Runner-up: Lift by Minh Lê and Dan Santat
Fourth and Fifth Grade Bracket
Winner: The One and Only Bob by Katherine Applegate
Runner-up: I Survived the Shark Attacks of 1916 by Lauren Tarshis and
Haus Studio

Go Tigers!

Summer Reading and the F.R.E.E. Book Distribution By Laura Ulrich, Reading Teacher and Specialist

Summer is right around the corner, and even though
school will be put on hold, today’s youth seem to
be busier than ever. However, finding time to read
has many benefits. Continuing to read through
the summer months will help students enjoy selfselected reading material and maintain the learning
that happens during the school year.
Summers devoid of reading can cause young people
to lose three months worth of reading growth. If this happens every summer, the
the middle school year, students can lose two years worth of learning. No matter
how much growth is made during the school year, this loss can have a lasting effect.
Encourage summer reading by offering choice in what is being read. As adults, when
we choose recreational reading material, we want to find something that interests us.
Children are no different.
To find your next book, visit the Friday Memorial Library. The children’s section is now open. See the library website
(https://www.newrichmondlibrary.org/) for updates on reopening. If you’re looking for book recommendations,
Book Match is a great way to find new-to-you books. Simply complete the Book Match form for personalized book
recommendations. Paper forms can be picked up at the library or head to the Friday Memorial Library website to
complete an electronic version. Also, check out a Park Pack at the library. Some packs include access to local parks.
Others include materials to go birdwatching or geocaching, along with other activities. These packs can be checked
out for two weeks. Also, check out their summer reading program for even more activities.
In the schools, elementary students will receive a number of books through the F.R.E.E (for reading excellence
and enjoyment) book distribution. Each student chooses his or her own books during the last few weeks of school.
Encourage your student(s) to read these over the summer months to maintain learning and, most importantly, for
enjoyment. Have a wonderful summer!
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Middle School News - Math Masters Wraps Up
T he NRMS 6 th grade Math Masters team wrapped up
the season with a strong finish at the regional (virtual)
event! Changes in the format this year put the team in
direct competition with schools throughout Minnesota
and Western Wisconsin.

The team finished in 12 th place. Tanner Gess finished
14th in Fact Drills and Individual Problem solving out
of 126 students.

Pictured-L to R. Carter Owen, Dylan Andre, Brady Pederstuen, Mrs.
Peirson, Tanner Gess, and Tegan Lachaussie

March Mammal Maddness
NRMS recently participated in March Mammal Madness! Instead of pitting
college basketball teams against each other, MMM simulates what would
happen if mammals engaged in combat or a test of survival. Will they hide or
run away with their tail between their legs? Will they win by who adapts better,
or will they fight to the death? (No animals harmed-the battles aren't real, just
situational)
Just like the NCAA basketball tournament, there are upsets, heartbreaks, and
Cinderella stories. People get invested in seeing their chosen mammals advance
to the final Battle Royale, and in the process, they also get to learn about science
in a fun way.

The results for March Mammal Madness!
Red Kangaroo makes it to the end as the
winner of this year's competition!
Winners for the staff category are:
1st- Ms Wood
2nd- Mrs. Peirson
3rd- Mr. Hatch
Winners for the student category are:
1st- Hayden Balduc
2nd- Tylar Alton
3rd- Devin Anderson

SPRING EDITION 2021
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Thank you to Coach Peirson for getting them
competition ready!

Middle School Students Create Mother’s Day Inspired Art
The current seventh-grade art students are creating drawings for Mother's
Day or for a loved one.

I am so proud of their accomplishments as they have worked diligently
on captivating light, medium, and dark values using their pencils, blending
sticks, and erasers.
- by Mrs. Johnson, NRMS Art Teacher

Artist, Arrie Kreyer

Go Tigers!

Jackson Hughes Left) and
Maddux Gaspord (Right)

Jaxson Lorentz

Katherine Ebnet

How the Market Works - Tiger Quest Stock Market Challenge
Congratulations to the following NRMS 7th grade students for winning the quarterly TQ How the Market Works

-Stock Market Challenge. Students start the contest with 100K in virtual money to invest. Throughout the quarter
they buy and sell based off of the actual New York Stock Exchange.
Each winner increased their virtual portfolios with some impressive stats.

1st Quarter Winner
Truman Weiss
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2nd Quarter Winner
Ben Salmon

3rd Quarter
Jackson Hughes

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF NEW RICHMOND

Student Reaches out to RAZER

On April 8th, 2021 his teacher, Eva Groth received the following response:
“Hi Eva,
Reaching out as I wanted to let you know that I have received the letter John Traaseth sent.
Happy to hear he is doing well as part of the High School Computer Club and also is part of an
inclusive environment.
I don’t know how big your class is, or how your classroom is set up – however Razer is sending
a few items which I hope will be of use in the classroom.
John got his wish and he will be getting a Razer Tartarus gaming pad. I am sure he will be
so excited to use it when playing games! I have put in the mail a few keyboards, mice, mouse
pads, headsets– hoping you will be able to use them in your classroom. Also sending some
swag (lanyards, stickers, some hats, etc) to give to your students.
Please be on the lookout for two boxes arriving via FedEx within the next week or so. Once I
have the tracking number I will send it your way.
Best,
Teo Baloiu PHR, SHRM-CP
Sr. Manager, Human Resources
RΛZΞR| QueenOfBlades”

Not only did John receive a left handed keyboard, he was also able to share his “swag” (hats, jerseys, hoodies, lanyards,
and more) with his classmates. Eva Groth is very appreciative of the Keyboards, mouse pads, headsets that all of her
students are able to use and benefit the high school program. John is
an amazing example of what can be accomplished when you advocate
for your needs no matter what your personal challenges may be. His
teachers and peers are proud of him for being a leader, friend, and all
round great young man. He and the New Richmond High School are
also sincerely grateful for the overwhelming response from RAZER
for taking the time to read John’s letter, send a personal response and
help him to get his needs met.

SPRING EDITION 2021
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Like many high school students, freshman, John Traaseth has a special interest in
gaming. Upon his introduction to the New Richmond High School this year, his
teacher Eva Groth reports, “John’s first question his Freshman year was, “Can I
join the Computer Club?” Without reservation she responded, “Sure, let’s figure
out a way to make it happen.” With the support of his Computer Applications/
Computer Club teacher, Trent Bennig and Paraprofessional, Tammy Anderson,
John joined the Computer Club in the fall of 2020. Staff quickly realized that
despite John’s inability to use his right hand, he adapted, this setback would not stop
him from pursuing his passions. John’s favorite system to play on is the Nintendo Switch as he is able to maneuver
the controller with one hand fairly well. It was clear to staff and peers that John thrives with technology. Through
teacher collaboration, John was placed in a Computer Applications class his second semester at the High School
and it became apparent that typing on a typical keyboard and keeping up with class presented a challenge. John was
given an assignment to type a letter in class. His paraprofessional, Rebecca Rogers knowing his special interest in
Computers and technology suggested he write his letter to a company explaining his interest in their products and
inquiring about adaptive tools. Mr. Bennig suggested John send the letter. Inspired to go further with this idea,
Paraprofessional, Rebecca Rogers and teacher Eva Groth assisted John with developing and sending three letters to
three industry leaders to encourage him to advocate for his needs and inquire if they could offer any adaptive tools
that could increase his accessibility with the use of a computer-specifically a left handed keyboard.

New Richmond High School
Class of 2021
Graduation Events

Wednesday, May 19th
•

Baccalaureate: 7:00 pm in the High School Auditorium. Graduates only. Live streamed for
parents/families.
Thursday, May 27th
•

Mandatory graduation practice: 10:00 am in the High School Gymnasium.
**4 tickets for the graduation ceremony will be distributed during this practice only.
Tickets will be distributed pending COVID numbers and restrictions.
Friday, May 28th
•

Mandatory graduation practice: 9:00 am, High School Gymnasium (please be in the gym at 8:45
am)

•

Senior Awards Day Ceremony: 12:30 pm in the High School Auditorium
Awardees and donors only. Live streamed for parents/family. The Senior Awards Day
Ceremony is a formal school assembly. Appropriate dress (no hats) and appropriate behavior
are expected and required.

•

Graduation Ceremony: 7:00 pm in the NRHS Gymnasium. Masks required with current
mitigation strategies. Live streamed. Plans could change and be moved to the stadium based
on Covid cases.

Congratulations Class of 2021
New Richmond High School is proud to announce and celebrate our six Co-Valedictorians and one
Salutatorian. Congratulations to each of you and your families! On the following pages, please read
on to learn more about each of these amazing young people.

NRHS CLASS OF 2021 SPECIAL EDITION

Class of 2021 - New Richmond High School Honors Exceptional Students from Class of 2021
Aine Connolly named Class of 2021 Co-Valedictorian
Aine excelled academically while also being involved

in extracurriculars. She earned a 4.0 GPA while
challenging herself by taking eight advanced courses
for college credit. Aine participated in tennis, Key
Club, Safe Youth, and served on the NRHS Student
Leadership Team. One of Aine’s greatest honors was
being tennis team captain and winning a conference
championship with the team!
Aine is the daughter of Heidi and Philip Connolly.
Aine thanks her parents, sister Brenna, and best
friend Abigail Blaszczyk for being the most influential
people in her life and for supporting her in a multitude
of ways. Aine is forever grateful to them all.
Her favorite classes were AP Psychology and
Contemporary Art: “I really loved the content of the
classes and they are different from most other classes
offered so it was a new and fun experience.” Aine
cited Ms. Moberg and Mrs. Stephens as having the
greatest impact on her. “Not only are they passionate
about their classes, but they also make sure students
know that they are cared for.” NRHS taught Aine
to have self-confidence through meeting new people.
She was able to get out of her comfort zone and
have many new experiences. She also learned to manage her time effectively. Aine described her NRHS
experience in three words: motivation, perseverance, transformation.
Aine plans on attending Carlson School of Management at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities. She
is thinking about going into international marketing because she loves interacting with other cultures and
wants to utilize her creativity.

NRHS CLASS OF 2021 SPECIAL EDITION

Class of 2021 - New Richmond High School Honors Exceptional Students from Class of 2021
Tyler Dennis named Class of 2021 Co-Valedictorian
Tyler has excelled in academics and athletics. He

earned a 4.0 GPA. Tyler pushed himself by taking
seven advanced courses for college credit. He earned
National Merit Scholar status, National Honor Society
membership and NRHS Scholar Athlete of the Year.
He was a member of Key Club, Student Leadership
Team, a Student-to-Student Mentor, and an Academic
Decathlon state qualifier. Tyler describes his NRHS
experience with the three words - fulfilling, fun, and
rewarding.
Tech Ed teacher Tom Leque had an enormous impact
on Tyler throughout high school. “Not only does Mr.
Leque teach the most fun and gratifying class in the
school, but he has helped guide me through my senior
year and allowed me to discover a new interest of
mine in the metals shop. I was unsure which path I
wanted to pursue after high school, but after learning
under Mr. LeQue, I am confident in my decision to
earn a degree in engineering.”
Tyler plans on pursuing a degree in engineering at the
University of St. Thomas. He enjoys designing and
constructing and is excited about the journey ahead
of him.
Tyler’s favorite part of NRHS was competing in sports.
Sports always gave him something to look forward to
and prepare for. They presented an opportunity for him to challenge himself and strive for success. Tyler
stated “At the end of the season, it was always satisfying when all of the hard work finally paid off.” Tyler
competed in football, cross country, wrestling, soccer, and tennis earning seven varsity letters in wrestling
(4) and tennis (3). His athletic honors include wrestling conference champion, regional champion, 4x allconference, 4x sectional qualifier, and 3x academic all-state and all-conference in tennis.
Tyler’s advice to underclassmen is “Don’t be afraid of anything. Don’t back down. Don’t give up. Dream Big!”
Tyler is the son of Terina and Zach Dennis. He especially wants “to thank his family - his Dad, Mom, brother
Brandon,and sister Onalie - for the endless stream of support, encouragement, and love.”
If Tyler were stranded in the wilderness and he could bring one thing he answered, “I would bring my
Grandpa. I’m pretty confident he could help us survive as long as necessary out there in the wild.”

NRHS CLASS OF 2021 SPECIAL EDITION

Class of 2021 - New Richmond High School Honors Exceptional Students from Class of 2021
Chloe Jones named Class of 2021 Co-Valedictorian
C hloe has remained on high honor roll all four

years earning a 4.0 GPA. She challenged herself by
taking five advanced courses. She is a member of the
National Honor Society of High School Scholars.
She has accomplished all of this while pursuing and
traveling for a music career outside of school. Chloe
loves music and is a talented musician. She has flown
to Atlanta to record multiple singles and music videos
produced by a Grammy nominated producer and
songwriter. Her favorite artist and celebrity is Michael
Jackson. Her favorite song is Billie Jean by Michael
Jackson or If This World Were Mine by Marvin Gaye
and Tammi Terrell.
Chloe will be attending the University of MinnesotaTwin Cities in the fall to major in nursing. In 10 years,
she hopes to be a nurse practitioner or doctor and
married with a family.
Chloe is the daughter of Vickie and Bryan Jones. “I
want to thank my mom and dad, who have always
loved and supported me and inspired me to reach my
full potential.”
She would also “like to thank all of the amazing
teachers I’ve had for always believing in me and
motivating me.” Chloe’s “favorite part about NRHS
were the teachers that were so kind and supportive
and the friends I made.” The teachers that made the
most impact on her education were “Mr. Tesar, Mrs. Beebe, Mr. Henk, Ms. Moberg, Mrs. Sirek, Mr. Ziller,
and Mr. Hamdorf, because they believe in me and encouraged me to work hard and make the most of
myself.” Her favorite classes were AP Stats, Civics, and Calculus. Three words that describe her high school
experience - challenging, rewarding and unforgettable.
One thing she would like to change about the world would be for people to put their prejudices aside and
treat everyone they meet as they would want their own loved ones treated.

NRHS CLASS OF 2021 SPECIAL EDITION

Class of 2021 - New Richmond High School Honors Exceptional Students from Class of 2021
Kacie Malone named Class of 2021 Co-Valedictorian
Kacie distinguished herself academically
while also participating in extracurricular
activities. She pushed herself by taking
six advanced courses and earned a 4.0
GPA. Kacie participated in soccer, Safe
Youth, and SPARK Tutor; she was also a
basketball and boys’ soccer manager. Her
greatest award is receiving the honor of
being valedictorian along with so many
other great students. “It’s nice to see all our
hard work pay off.”

Kacie plans on attending the University of
Minnesota-Twin Cities for microbiology/
genetics; however, she may switch her
major to pursue a career in environmental
science. She wants to focus on improving
the world through either her genetic
research and application or creating a more
eco-friendly environment.
Kacie's favorite part about NRHS was
sports and being able to be involved in
playing soccer, making friends and being
able to bond with other students and teachers through talking about our school athletics. NRHS pushed her to
be the best student she could be through both rigorous course work and supportive teachers who encouraged her
along the way to show her true potential. Mr. Herron was the teacher that made the greatest impact on her education
because “he is so open-minded and really pushed me to think past what I thought I knew. Hands down his class
was the best, so please take race and ethnicity.” In three words or less, Kacie describes her high school experience
as chaotic, fun, and unforgettable.
If she could change one thing in the world, she would have donuts be a healthy food because she absolutely loves
them and wants it to be acceptable to eat like 10 in a row. When asked what one object she would bring with her if
stranded in the wilderness, Kacie replied “Duct tape. Myth Busters, season 10, episode 9.”
One piece of advice Kacie would give to underclassmen “is to be grateful about what’s in your life and the
opportunities given to you both in and outside of school because you never know when a global pandemic will
cancel all the things you love doing.”
Kacie is the daughter of Heidi Farmsted and Patrick Malone. Kacie shared, “ I want to thank my parents and other
family members for always supporting and encouraging me all throughout my life in anything I do. I also want to
thank my sister for pushing me to be my best and always having her to compete with.”

NRHS CLASS OF 2021 SPECIAL EDITION

Class of 2021 - New Richmond High School Honors Exceptional Students from Class of 2021
Kialie Malone named Class of 2021 Co-Valedictorian
Over her four years of high school, Kialie

has excelled in academics, extracurriculars,
and by volunteering in the community.
She earned a 4.0 GPA. Kialie challenged
herself by taking seven advanced courses
for college credit. She played soccer, was
in Safe Youth, and managed the girls’
basketball and boys’ soccer teams. Kialie
volunteered her time in the community
as an assistant youth soccer coach, head
coach for late summer soccer, and for two
years with Allina Health’s Bikes for Kids
program. Kialie’s greatest honors include
lettering in academics and soccer, academic
excellence, being a part of NSHSS, and a
member of a 3-peat conference champion
soccer team (hopefully four this year).
Kialie is the daughter of Patrick Malone and
Heidi Farmsted. Her parents are the most
influential people in her life that she would
like to thank because “they support me and
push me to be the very best that I can be.”
Kialie will be attending the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities. She plans on majoring in environmental engineering
or computer science engineering. She really enjoys math and science classes so she wants to have a job where she
could apply both of those subjects.
Kialie credits NRHS for “helping her branch out and become a confident person.” Her favorite part of high school
was playing soccer with her close friends. She loved the Race and Ethnicity class with Mr. Herron because it “helped
me become a more open-minded person and was just an overall fun class.” And she also really loved Calculus 1
and 2 classes because “they were fun and it helps that Mrs. Moberg was an amazing teacher and made math as
interesting as math can get.” The three words that describe her high school experience are stressful, memorable,
and interesting. Kialie’s advice to other students is to join clubs and meet lots of new people because time flies and
you will regret it if you don’t do something because you’re scared.
Kialie’s favorite food is hamburgers. Her nastiest food is crickets. And if she was stranded in the wilderness, she
would bring a survival guide to read and for a fire.

NRHS CLASS OF 2021 SPECIAL EDITION

Class of 2021 - New Richmond High School Honors Exceptional Students from Class of 2021
Ashley Patten named Class of 2021 Co-Valedictorian
Ashley has earned high honors all four

years resulting in a 4.0 GPA. She pushed
herself by taking twelve advanced courses
and earning college credits. Her favorite
class was AP Biology. Ashley loved
going into the classroom still half asleep
every morning with Mr. Kannel waking
the class up with every single piece of
biological information we could ever
know. She also loved calculus with Ms.
Moberg because she made difficult math
not only make sense but also fun to do.
Ashley described her NRHS experience
with these three words: memorable,
challenging, fulfilling. “Especially in our
final two years here, NRHS pushed us
and reminded us to keep fighting even
when things get tough. My time here taught me that it’s still possible to work towards your goals and accomplish them,
even when everything seems to be holding you back.”
During her four years at NRHS, Ashley participated in volleyball, track, National Honor Society, Student Council,
Student-to-Student Mentoring, and International Club. She earned the following honors: Academic Excellence, all
conference honorable mention for volleyball her junior and senior years, volleyball captain, lettered all four years in
volleyball, and a National Honor Society member for three years.
Ashley is the daughter of Tina and Russ Patten. She will be attending the University of Minnesota next year majoring
in biology. She plans on continuing her education after her undergraduate degree to become a veterinarian. This has
been Ashley’s dream job since she was one. Her continuing love for the sciences and helping animals has encouraged
her down that path.
Ashley’s favorite pastime is spending time with her family and being outside. The most influential people in Ashley’s
life are her parents and sisters. “They have been from the start. I would like to thank them for encouraging me to push
myself to be the greatest I can be. And also for reminding me not to take it too seriously along the way. My parents
never missed one of my events growing up, and my sisters made it to every single one possible while juggling their own
lives. I couldn’t have asked for a more supportive family to grow up with. Still, though, not a day went by when I wasn’t
making amazing memories and laughing until my stomach hurt.”
One piece of advice Ashley has for other students is to “Enjoy the time that you have and be grateful for the time and
experiences that you are given.”
When asked about the COVID pandemic and it’s impact the last year, Ashley wrote “Every generation seems to have a
memorable event and this one is ours. I think it has made us stronger as not only individuals but also as a whole as we
had to navigate this unknown territory alone together. We will all be the parents and grandparents that won’t shut our
mouths about our childhood!”
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Class of 2021 - New Richmond High School Honors Exceptional Students from Class of 2021
Addison Zinck named Class of 2021 Salutatorian
Addison distinguished herself in both academics and
activities. While at NRHS, she took nine advanced classes
earning a 3.984 GPA. Addison participated in Track,
Student Council, Student-to-Student mentoring, and the
Student Leadership Team. Her greatest achievements
include academic honors to earn Salutatorian, working
hard academically to see it payoff, and MBC all conference
honors in Track and Field. Her favorite part of school
was seeing her friends everyday and talking to her favorite
teachers. She described her high school experience as
“exploration of minds”.
Addison is the daughter of Tara and A.J. Zinck. “I would
like to thank both of my parents for pushing me to be
the very best version of myself and always showing up
to support me in all of my endeavors. I would also like to
thank my siblings and friends for always making me laugh
when I felt overwhelmed. And my teachers, especially the
math department, for providing a strong foundation that
I can draw from as I pursue my life goals.”
She plans on attending the University of MinnesotaTwin Cities and majoring in mathematics at the College
of Science and Engineering. “As a kid I never thought
I would have chosen to focus my life on math, but
throughout high school, it has morphed into an area I
find an exciting challenge.”
Addison cited several teachers who made the greatest impact on her: “My elementary physical education teacher
Ms. Magee who taught me to embrace my competitive nature. My 8th grade literature teacher Ms. Shipway
who showed me how to truly appreciate great books. My 10th and 11th grade English teacher Mrs. Bull who
challenged how I view language, writing, and thought. The math department at NRHS, especially Ms. Moberg,
who showed me how beautiful math can be.”
More about Addison and some of her favorites: ice cream flavor - cake batter; book - The Best of Me; movie Ferris Bueller’s Day Off; TV show - Friends; song - Apologize; and celebrity - Adam Sandler.

Jordan Bergum
Desiree Despen
*New student
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Unforgettable: An evening for the Ages - NRHS Junior Class Prom
The New Richmond High School 2021 on the Prom court. Next, the prom goers strode

SPRING EDITION 2021

across the stage before being seated in the auditorium to
enjoy the remainder of the march. Concluding the march
was our coronation ceremony where the NRHS Icefest
queen Ellie Barlow-Sager crowned Sullivan Weiss and
Ashley Patten as the new NRHS Prom King and Queen!
Special thanks to Mrs. Jodi Mealey for all of her help
with lighting and facilitating the livestream so families and
friends could watch from home! The weather was cool
and a bit overcast- but that didn’t dampen the spirits of
the students who were so excited to board the Andiamo
in Stillwater, Minnesota to celebrate and experience one
of the most anticipated events of their high school years!
Dancing the night away to tunes by DJ Stephen Dahle, or
trying their hand at the mock casino tables on the second
floor, students spent every minute soaking up the sights
and sounds of Prom 2021 which was truly Unforgettable.
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junior class was pleased to present
‘Unforgettable: An Evening
for the Ages’ on April 24, 2021
aboard the Andiamo in Stillwater,
Minnesota. With school board
approval, and adjustments for
indoor gathering restrictions in
the state of Minnesoata, nearly
240 NRHS juniors and seniors enjoyed a stage draped
in glimmering gold fabric accented with an elegant
chandelier from above during the Grand March. Prom
coordinator and Master of Ceremonies Mandi Erickson
welcomed guests to the livestream before introducing
the Prom Court. Seniors Tyler Dennis, Mason Erickson,
Brady Lease, and Sully Weiss along with Sophia Ballard,
Leah DeYoung, Barb Kling, and Ashley Patten were
selected by the prom attendees to represent the class of

Agriscience Happenings - By Rachel Sauvola, Agriscience Instructor & FFA Advisor
Spring is such a fun time in agricultural education! From

new babies to new plant growth, it’s a season of renewed
faith and vigor as we embrace the world around us.

Mrs. Gilbertson, Paperjack
Elementary 2nd Grade
Teacher

Students in Vet Science were
knee deep in competitive
chicken egg incubation! All
teams successfully hatched,
while Anna Hams led the
second graders to their first
ever incubation and hatching
as well. A special thanks to
Julie Gilbertson (pictured at
left) at Paperjack who helped
me brainstorm this project
and put an incubator in her
classroom. My Starr set up
was in the Media Center with
Kym Wright (pictured at left)
and Karen Johnson who
successfully hatched five of
their seven eggs. Hillside’s lead
teacher was Molly Fletch.

we can’t save them all. Sometimes nature knows things
we don’t! Students are hard at work tracking weights and
graphing data and in just two weeks, the second graders
will bring their chicks to the SOAR Center on their very
first live farm tour! This wouldn’t have been possible
without the Star Grant for the incubators and a generous
donation to the SOAR Center for the classroom kits we
purchased for each school.

stories about chickens, learned about the different breeds,
candled the eggs twice to check the growth and waited
soooo patiently for hatch day to arrive! Now that they are
born, there were some hard lessons learned about how

Small
Animal
Science
students are busy learning
about canines and all that
they bring to people’s lives
as they consider responsible
pet ownership. Studying dog
food and treats, calculating
costs and learning how to
train dogs has been the focus
the last few weeks. We kicked
off the training unit with a
special visit from Bert, the
Hillside Service Dog and
his handler Jean Gustafson.
We have also received a new
crested gecko with the help

Go Tigers!

In the end, we ensured that all
schools had five lively chicks
to learn about and study so we
supplemented theirs with what
we hatched over here. Students
and teachers learned about what
happens in the eggs each of
the 21 days they incubate, read

Vet Science students are
also busy learning about
diseases/ailments/issues
of all animals, suturing,
administering injections and
daily care of the classroom
calves. They also bottle
fed the lambs that came to
school. They are preparing
to finish out the year role
playing and learning the necessary vocabulary and skills
to ensure them a future in the animal industry.

Mrs. Wright, Starr Elementary
Media Specialist

Page 32

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF NEW RICHMOND

Agriscience Happenings - By Rachel Sauvola, Agriscience Instructor & FFA Advisor
of Graydon Monson and his mom. So that has added
some excitement to our lives! These students continue
to do an excellent job caring for our classroom animals
daily. Those creatures will all be looking for summer
homes very soon!

plants alive this year! Her attention to detail with insect
populations and watering are much appreciated as we
finish up. The Easter lilies were beautiful and appreciated
by many throughout our community and beyond! One
of our lilies ended up in Illinois and another in southern
Wisconsin outside Richland Center. We will be looking
for plant sitters for the summer as well.

Thanks to the Kiwanis, the CHAT team and the
University of Kentucky in Lexington for inviting me to
speak to your groups about our program here in New
Richmond and the SOAR Center.
Food Science students have been busy growing veggies
for the SOAR Center garden and they look great! They
have practiced their food preservation skills and learned
all about flavoring, taste and smell connections and are
now studying sweeteners! Trust them when they tell
you that Kool-Aid is NOT the same with Sweet n Low,
Stevia, agave nectar, honey or a whole host of other
sweeteners on the market!

In a new partnership, the New Richmond Pathways
Committee, Heritage Center, NRHS Alternative
Education Program, the Agriscience students and FFA
members are partnering to restore the Oakes Foundation
in Southview in the coming school year. There is much
to be done, but with a great team of students and
community members, we can make it happen!

If you have any time, talents or treasures that you want
Large Animal Science students have enjoyed many to donate, please reach out! We would love to include
trips to the SOAR Center, helping the farm crew and you. You can find me at rsauvola@newrichmond.
learning about how to judge dairy cattle by increasing newrichmond.k12.wi.us.
their knowledge of bovine anatomy. They are now
investigating the global uses for large animals in our
lives and gaining a bit of a cultural understanding as they
virtually tour the world.

A special thanks to Eleanor Thompson, my Greenhouse
Manager for partnering with James Karlson from the
Baldwin Greenhouse to keep all of our greenhouse
SPRING EDITION 2021
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Keith Vhaa and Mrs. Karno are to be commended for
leading a project to create a recruiting and informational
video for the Agriscience Department. Thanks for all
of your efforts, Keith! You have left a legacy that will be
beneficial for years to come!

New Richmond FFA Happenings - By Rose Gillis, Chapter President
It has been an interesting year for the Beukema, Walter Thommes,

Go Tigers!

FFA, but despite all of the curve balls
we have been thrown, our chapter
has still managed to have a pretty
great year. We started off the year
with Culver’s Night, a night where
our members get to deliver orders at
our local Culvers! A portion of the
money that Culvers makes that night
comes back to our FFA Chapter.
We’d like to give a huge thank you to
New Richmond Culver’s for always
being so kind to us!

Dylan Raymond, and Amelia
Dittmann. Haley was ranked
the 2nd highest individual in
the state! Haley also competed
in the Discussion Meet for our
FFA Leadership Development
Events at the district level.
Despite the strange year, FFA
week went off without a hitch!
We held a coloring contest for
the entire school district this year,
including all schools, 4K’s, and staff
members. We received hundreds of
submissions and loved all of them!

The Officer Team (Rose Gillis, Brenna Moon,
Taylor Parent, and Hunter Schutte) enjoy dinner
after Culver's Night

The National FFA Convention was
held virtually this year which allowed
all of our students in the ag room
to participate in some of the annual
events. Our members enjoyed
watching awards ceremonies and
retiring addresses of National FFA
Officers. Our members that don’t
typically attend state or national FFA
events were able to get their first
glance into what FFA has to offer.
This
year
our
dairy
judging team
competed
virtually and
was ranked
3rd out of
138 teams
total. This
team is made
up of Haley
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The Ag Room is now beautifully
decorated with coloring contest
submissions from FFA Week!

We also held lunch activities all
week at the high school. These
activities included ag trivia, guess
the weight of a giant corn cob, and
pedal tractor races. We want to give
a huge shoutout and thank you to
the Neumann family for letting us
borrow three pedal tractors for this
week. We were unable to hold our
typical ice cream sale fundraiser this
year, so instead our officers got crafty.
We held a Kiss the Goat fundraiser
where students got to nominate ten
staff members from the high school
to be entered in the fundraiser. Each
nominee had a donation bucket
placed out at all of the lunches

and whichever one raised the most
money by Friday would have to kiss
a goat at all three lunches. We were
able to raise $321.78 for Feed My
Starving Children. This will feed
over three and a half children for an
entire year! We would like to thank
all of our nominees; Mr. Herron, Mr.
Larson, Mr. Barker, Mrs. Bull, Mr.
Subera, Mrs. Knect, Mr. Hamdorf,
Mr. Fletch, Mr. Albarado, and Mr.
Bennig. We are happy to announce
that Mr. Barker won with $178
raised. Thank you again to all of our
participants and our contributors!
Each year we typically go to Feed
My Starving Children twice and
since we couldn’t attend in person,
this donation made on behalf of our
school and FFA chapter makes us
feel better.
Our FFA Friends, Family, and
Alumni are finally able to start
meeting again and have many plans
in the works. They are planning for
two tractor pulls this summer and fall
in order to start raising money for
our FFA members again. We have
missed our Alumni this year and we
are excited to see them start back up
again! If you want to get involved in
ways you can help our Agriscience
Department and FFA, just reach
out to Mrs. Sauvola at rsauvola@
newrichmond.k12.wi.us. Thank you
to all who support us!
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SOAR Center News - by Grace Johnson, Student Manager
The SOAR Center has had lots to be thankful for over Family, TER-RAE Farms (the Mitchells) and the Gillis’

The SOAR Center would like to thank Pam Emerson for
donating nine giant hay bales, eight feet long, 4 feet wide
and 4 foot tall! Our steers and goats are still munching
on the hay from that wonderful donation. Speaking
of goats, we want to thank everyone who donated
Christmas trees for the goats to eat during the winter.
They ate those well into April, saving the SOAR Center
countless dollars in hay and extending the supply that
Pam donated. Big news for the goats as well, it’s time
for a change of scenery! The goat pen will be moved so
they will have lots of new trees and grass to snack on all
summer long.

at Stoney Slopes. Unfortunately, the tiny calf from the
Gillis farm, a freemartin from a set of twins, got sick
and died after 8 days. However, this was a great learning
experience for the Vet Science class.. A big thanks to
Brenna Moon and her family for doing chores for these
calves over the weekend and to Hunter Schutte who
was the leader of the vet practices to try to save the
little heifer calf! These four steers will be moving out
to the SOAR Center the second week of May. Another
big thanks to Mrs. Sauvola’s 6th hour Large Animal
Science class for coming out and cleaning hutches, doing
haltering practice and more to help us prepare for the
move!
More big changes at the SOAR
Center include the addition of
our two bee hives! A project
Mrs. Sauvola has wanted to
happen for a very long time!
Thanks to Dr. Keller from
Countryside Vet Clinic for
sponsoring and mentoring our
project, as well as a thanks to
Jesse Elling for the hives! Stop
on by if you dare to meet our
two queens- Queen Annabel
Cross Bred and Queen Patty
Carnolian, but remember to
bring your bee jacket!
Also at Countryside Vet, the
SOAR Center crew wants to
thank Dr. Smith and her team
for neutering our barn cat, Mr.
Crooks so we don’t end up with
kittens all over the farm and in our neighbor’s homes.
He’s such a great addition to our farm from Kathy and
Jerry Wettig via Brent Volkert.

It’s almost SOAR Center veggie garden time! We are
hoping to expand the garden this year and we already
have had students who have volunteered to plant seeds
Also new to the SOAR Center, in early March, we were that are becoming wonderful specimen to transplant out
gifted five calves from Jeff and Becky Van Dyk and there, so thank you to those people. We also want to
recognize and thank Ethan Nelson who has offered to
plow the garden again for us! Swing by this summer and
fall for farm fresh veggies and pumpkins for Halloween!
Many veggies will go into school lunch, but we will also
do our farm stand in August.
SPRING EDITION 2021
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the past several months. When COVID hit us months
ago, we had helpers step up from all over the area to
volunteer their time, effort, and supplies. And the SOAR
Center would have struggled without them! Since then
the generosity has continued in spades. Over Spring
Break alone, 13 different families stepped up to do
chores and accomplish daily tasks with Mrs. Sauvola. As
Mrs. Sauvola’s life gets busier and busier, trying to find
time for scrapbooking - the only thing that gives the hard
working woman a break - more families volunteered to
chore over the weekends so she could get a well needed
break! Trust that this is no easy feat come the rainy
season! Mud became a HUGE problem...especially when
3/4 of the afternoon farm team of ladies got stuck in
the mud. (see pictures below)

SOAR Center News - by Grace Johnson, Student Manager

Go Tigers!

The SOAR Center has been lucky enough to have been
given several grants with which we have been able to
purchase a new, larger feeder for our steers. Tom Leque,
at the high school, is working on the Memorial Plaque
for Steve Traynor that will be hung on the newest
pasture enclosure. Also for our steers, we would like to
thank Brandon Dersosier for letting us use his gravity
box for feed!

when the SOAR Center was first established: having our
meat sold at local restaurants. Table 65 will be selling our
meat as Italian beef and Mallards is already lined up to
buy in the fall! A big thanks to Bobbie Guyette and Kate
Watkins for opening their freezers to us, and allowing
us to store our meat there leading up to the steak sale!
Thanks to Tom Wissink and Scott Farmer who helped
Mrs. Sauvola haul it back to New Richmond! The SOAR
Just recently, the oldest round Center has just gotten new chest freezers so we will be
of steers were sent off to the able to sell beef and other commodities from the farm
slaughter house and butcher year round!
shop, a big thanks to Eggert’s
New and fluffy in the
Slaughterhouse and Ross’ Meat
classrooms, Mrs. Sauvola’s Vet
Locker for letting us attend
Science is leading the second
and learn more about the farm
grade classes in incubating and
to fork processes. We held our
hatching chickens! Together
second steak sale of the school
we are raising 47 chickens! All
year this past week with all
of the chicks will head to the
the meat produced
SOAR Center this summer
from those steers.
and join our flock or be sold
Although
we
if we have too many or if they
didn’t sell out in
are roosters. If you are looking
the first night as for some new poultry come see us! Along with that we
Mrs. Sauvola had would like to thank everyone who purchased eggs to eat
hoped, we did this year as this is a great addition to the growing fund
make a total profit for our new barn, to be built in the future!
of over $13,000 We would also like to recognize and thank Michele
when you combine Johnson and Trish Hendrickson who have been our
community sales with our school lunch sales. Did you landscapers at the SOAR Center and are now retiring.
know it cost $6342 to process the steers to make beef for We appreciate everything they have done for us! In that
the sale? Did you know it costs $163 for a truckload of same regard we are looking for someone (or a team of
shavings to bed the animals? Most weeks we spend $500 people) who would like to take over that job and lend us
or more on feed for young steers, poultry and goats? a hand. We have some pollinator plants we would like to
Did you know that six weeks of steer feed costs almost add to help our new bees.
$2200 right now? Since the SOAR Center is funded
The SOAR Center is a buzz
solely on grants and donations, we sincerely appreciate
of activity as we care for
the people, businesses and organizations that support
our 20 head of cattle, 70
this project. It doesn’t take long to spend a lot of money
chickens, 15 ducks and five
on proper feeding and care
goats. We will add eight more
of our animals and we only
bull calves to turn into steers
butcher twice a year.
this summer. As always, if
Our next steak sale will be held you have time, talent or treasure to share with the
in October and will contain SOAR Center, please reach out to Mrs. Sauvola at
the meat from four animals. rsauvola@newrichmond.k12.wi.us and she will be
Along with being able to pay happy to connect you with the farm.
the bills for a stretch, Mrs.
Sauvola achieved one of her
long term goals she had set
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Official School Board Meeting Minutes - March 15, 2021
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
DISTRICT OFFICE COMMUNITY ROOM
March 15, 2021

Motion by Neal Melby to approve the consent agenda items as presented. Rick Hinz seconded the motion. Motion
carried 6-0.
CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION
Public Hearing on Request for DPI Waiver for Hours of Instruction
Public Hearing, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 118.38(1)(b), regarding submission of a flexibility waiver request to the Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction to waive the minimum number for Hours of Instruction set forth in Wis. Stat. § 121.02(1)(f)
and 121.006(2)(a) for the 2020-2021 school year due to the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency.
o

As part of the public hearing, the Board will review the written or recorded comments from members of the public
regarding the request for the waiver, before discussing and taking action regarding the request for a waiver. The Board
will also allow members of the public who are either present at the meeting or participating via phone as outlined above
to present comments.

No written or verbal comments from members of the public regarding the request for the waiver were received prior or during
this public hearing.
SPRING EDITION 2021
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CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Schafer in accordance with notice given to the Star Observer.
ROLL CALL
Board Members Present:
Marilyn Duerst (via phone), Kent Elkin, Greg Gartner, Rick Hinz,
Neal Melby, Bryan Schafer
Board Members Absent:
Paula Kolbeck
Administration Present:
Patrick Olson, Brian Johnston
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion by Rick Hinz to approve the agenda as presented. Kent Elkin seconded the motion. Motion carried 6-0.
OPEN FORUM
None
SERVICE RECOGNITION FOR BOARD MEMBER RICHARD A. HINZ
District Administrator Patrick Olson recognized outgoing board member Rick Hinz, whose term will end April 2021. District
Administrator Patrick Olson presented Rick with an engraved quartz clock and certificate of commendation in recognition of
fifteen years of service on the Board of Education. Rick Hinz served thirteen years and eight months as President, four months
as Treasurer and one year as a Board Member.
CONSENT AGENDA
Appointments, Reassignments, Resignations, Compensation, Adjustments; Approval of Monthly Bills; Approval of
Minutes; Grant/Gift Approvals
• Resignations from Extra-Curricular Positions for 2020-2021 (Kier)
• Hire to Extra-Curricular Positions for 2020-2021 (Benning, Berger, Berger, Eckardt, Helland, Kittel, Riba, Tysdahl,
Ziller, Blattner, Fleming, Pechacek, Singerhouse, Aufderhar, Devereux, Christensen, Kelly, Kelly, Klitz, Neumann,
Reuvers, Weiss)
• Resignation of Hazle Cain – Cross Categorical Teacher with EBD Emphasis, High School
• Resignation of Leslie Seaton – Third Grade Teacher, Starr Elementary
• Leave of Absence Request from Samantha Klump – Mathematics Teacher, High School
• Leave of Absence Request from Maggie Johnston – Second Grade Teacher, Hillside Elementary
• Monthly bills for February/March: voucher checks in the amount of $1,132,471.76, student activity account checks in
the amount of $9,291.22 and credit card transactions of $8,219.44.
• Minutes of previous Board of Education meetings: February 15, 2021 Regular Board Meeting and February 22, 2021
Board Work Session
• $4,783.97 Jack Record Star Grant Awards on behalf of The Educational Foundation of New Richmond ($494.03
to Casey Spielman for Literacy materials; $460.00 to Daniel Melaas-Swanson for Konga Drums; $194.97 to Kristin
Taipale for Educational Materials; $200.00 to Laura Ulrich for Book Purchase; $200.00 to Lynsey Gausman for
Book Purchase; $500.00 to Miranda Haack for Book Purchase; $800.00 to Shannon Averill for VOX Books;
$400.00 to Samantha Shipway for Young Adult Novels; $569.97 to Rachel Sauvola for Incubator Purchase; $965.00
to Terrence Neumann for Analytical Balance)

Go Tigers!

Official School Board Meeting Minutes - March 15, 2021
Consideration of and Action on Application on Request for DPI Waiver for Hours of Instruction
Motion by Neal Melby to approve the COVID-19 District Flexibility Application for the 2020-2021 school year as presented.
Greg Gartner seconded the motion. Motion carried 6-0.
Approval of Early College Credit Program and Start College Now Recommendations
Motion by Rick Hinz to approve one Early College Credit Program application and one Start College Now application for a total
cost to the district in the amount of $1,723.56 as presented. Marilyn Duerst seconded the motion. Motion carried 6-0.
PERSONNEL
Staffing 2021-2022 Update and Approval
Motion by Kent Elkin to approve a fifth-grade position for Starr Elementary and a Mathematics Teacher position for the High
School as printed and presented. Rick Hinz seconded the motion. Motion carried 6-0.
Approval of Extension for Long-Term Substitute Health Assistant Contract (COVID-19 Tracer)
Motion by Neal Melby to approve the Extension for Long Term Substitute Health Assistant Contract (COVID-19 Tracer) for
the remainder of the 2020-2021 school year ending June 2nd, 2021 as presented. Marilyn Duerst seconded the motion. Motion
carried 6-0.
Approval of Boys Tennis Coaching Proposal
Motion by Greg Gartner to approve the Boys Tennis Coaching Proposal as presented. Neal Melby seconded the motion. Motion
carried 6-0.
POLICY AND PLANNING
Approve the First Reading of Policies
Motion by Neal Melby to approve the first reading of: Policy 0100 Definitions; Policy 0121 Authority; Policy 0142.5 Vacancies;
Policy 0143 Authority of Individual Board Members; Policy 0144.3 Conflict of Interest; Policy 0162 Quorum; Policy 0164.2
Special Meetings; Policy 0167.1 Voting; Policy 0167.3 Public Comment at Board Meetings; Policy 0172 Legal Counsel; Policy
0174.2 School Performance Report; Policy 1130 Conflict of Interest; Policy 1213 Student Supervision and Welfare; Policy
1220 Employment of the District Administrator; Policy 1461 Unrequested Leaves of Absence/Fitness for Duty; Policy 2210
Curriculum Development; Policy 2260 Nondiscrimination and Access to Equal Educational Opportunity; Policy 2261 Title
I Services; Policy 2261.01 Parent and Family Member Participation in Title I Programs; Policy 2412 Homebound Instruction
Program; Policy 2450 Community and Adult Education; Policy 2460 Programs for Students with Disabilities; Policy 2700.01
School Performance and Accountability Reports; Policy 3122.01 Drug-Free Workplace; Policy 3125 Educator Licensing; Policy
3161 Unrequested Leaves of Absence/Fitness for Duty; Policy 3213 Student Supervision and Welfare; Policy 3215 Use of
Tobacco and Nicotine by Professional Staff; Policy 3230 Conflict of Interest; Policy 3231 Outside Activities of Professional Staff;
Policy 3362 Employee Anti-Harassment; Policy 3362.01 Threatening Behavior Toward Staff Members; Policy 4122.01 DrugFree Workplace; Policy 4161 Unrequested Leaves of Absence/Fitness for Duty; Policy 4213 Student Supervision and Welfare;
Policy 4215 Use of Tobacco and Nicotine by Support Staff; Policy 4230 Conflict of Interest; Policy 4231 Outside Activities of
Support Staff; Policy 4362 Employee Anti-Harassment; Policy 4362.01 Threatening Behavior Toward Staff Members; Policy
5111 Eligibility of Resident/Nonresident Students; Policy 5111.01 ESSA Homeless Students; Policy 5113 Open Enrollment
Program (Inter-District); Policy 5200 Attendance; Policy 5200.01 Full-Time Student; Policy 5330 Administration of Medication/
Emergency Care; Policy 5512 Use of Tobacco and Nicotine by Students; Policy 5517 Student Anti-Harassment; Policy 5630
Corporal Punishment; Policy 5630.01 Use of Restraint and Seclusion with Students; Policy 6114 Cost Principles - Spending
Federal Funds; Policy 6116 Time and Effort Reporting; Policy 6145 Borrowing; Policy 6147 Debt Management; Policy 6220
Budget Preparation; Policy 6325 Procurement – Federal Grants/Funds; Policy 6350 Open Prevailing Wage Coordinator; Policy
6605 Crowdfunding; Policy 7230 Gifts, Grants, and Bequests; Policy 7434 Use of Tobacco and Nicotine on School Premises;
Policy 7440.01 Video Surveillance and Electronic Monitoring; Policy 7440.03 Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems; Policy 7540
Technology; Policy 7540.01 Technology Privacy; Policy 7540.02 Web Content, Apps and Services; Policy 7544 Use of Social
Media; Policy 8146 Notification of Educational Options; Policy 8310 Public Records; Policy 8315 Information Management;
Policy 8320 Personnel Records; Policy 8320.01 Unauthorized Acquisition of Staff Personal Information; Policy 8330 Student
Records; Policy 8390 Animals on District Property; Policy 8395 Student Mental Health Services; Policy 8420.01 Epidemics and
Pandemics; Policy 8900 Fraud; Policy 9130 Public Requests, Suggestions, or Complaints as presented. Kent Elkin seconded the
motion. Motion carried 6-0.
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
April 6, 2021 Spring Election and Canvassing of Votes
Motion by Kent Elkin to appoint Neal Melby as Interim Clerk for Marilyn Duerst for the Canvassing of Votes after the April 6,
2021 Spring Election. Rick Hinz seconded the motion. Motion carried 6-0.
Neal Melby, Brian Johnston and a third-party TBD will canvass the April 6, 2021 election votes on Friday, April 9th at the
District Office.
2020-2021 Tiger Launch Plan Update
District Administrator Patrick Olson provided an updated presentation of the Tiger Launch Plan consisting of the COVID-19
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weekly data and current learning model, SDNR Onsite Vaccination Plan coordinated with Adoray Home Health, Board
Approved district guidance for spring events; Prom 2021 update, WIAA mask guidelines for spring outdoor athletics, one time
exception for the allowance of events and practices on Wednesdays for Spring 2021 based on Ministerial feedback, SDNR
2021-22 remote offering, CARES Act ESSER Funds and SDNR Pillar 6-Technology (Strategic Planning).
Families First Coronavirus Response Act Extension
Motion by Greg Gartner to approve the FFCRA Extension until June 3rd, 2021. Neal Melby seconded the motion. Motion
carried 6-0.
Addendum to FamilyMeans Contract
Motion by Kent Elkin to approve the Addendum to Family Means Contract as presented. Rick Hinz seconded the motion.
Motion carried 6-0.
FINANCIAL AFFAIRS
Monthly Bill Auditing
Board members Paula Kolbeck and Bryan Schafer reviewed the monthly bills with Brian Johnston, Director of Fiscal and
Building Operations prior to the meeting and found everything to be in order.
January Financial Statements
Brian Johnston reviewed the January financial statements with board members.
Approval of Middle School and Elementary Laptop Purchase
Motion by Neal Melby to approve the Middle School and Elementary Laptop Purchase from CDW-G in the amount of
$201,300.00 as presented. Greg Gartner seconded the motion. Motion carried 6-0.
Approval of Elementary Chromebook Purchases
Motion by Rick Hinz to approve the Elementary Chromebook Purchases from CDW-G in the amount of $25,795.80 as presented.
Kent Elkin seconded the motion. Motion carried 6-0.
Approval of District Chromebook Purchase
Motion by Marilyn Duerst to approve the District Chromebook Purchase from CDW-G in the amount of $52,851.60 as presented.
Neal Melby seconded the motion. Motion carried 6-0.
Approval of High School Lab Computer Replacement
Motion by Kent Elkin to approve the High School Lab Computer Replacement request to be purchased from CDW-G in the
amount of $37,500.00 as presented. Rick Hinz seconded the motion. Motion carried 6-0.
2021-2022 CESA #11 Shared Service Contract
Motion by Neal Melby to approve the 2021-2022 CESA #11 Shared Service Contract as presented. Marilyn Duerst seconded
the motion. Motion carried 6-0.
2021-2022 Transportation Recommendation and Award
Motion by Rick Hinz to approve the 2021-2022 Transportation Recommendation and Award the Contract to Kobussen Buses
Ltd commencing July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2024 with option to extend for an additional two one-year contract years as
printed and presented. Kent Elkin seconded the motion. Motion carried 6-0.
OTHER BUSINESS
Wisconsin Association of School Boards (WASB) Report – (Kolbeck)
No Report
CESA #11 Board Report – (Elkin)
Next Board of Control Meeting to be held April 8th, 2021.
Board Meeting Evaluation
President Schafer reviewed responses from last month’s meeting and asked Board members to fill out the evaluation for this
meeting and leave with Eve Manske.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Neal Melby to adjourn at 7:54 p.m. Marilyn Duerst seconded the motion.
M o tion carried 6-0.
Respectfully submitted,		
Marilyn Duerst, School Board Clerk
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At the School District of New Richmond, we aim to be a resource for you!
If you have any questions or would like to contact someone in our schools,
please use the list below as a resource for specific departments and schools.
District ..............................................................................................715-243-7411
District Administrator – Patrick Olson............................................ 715-243-7413
Director of Fiscal & Building Operations – Brian Johnston............ 715-243-7414
Director of Special Services – Kathy Rogers.................................. 715-243-7426
Director of Curriculum & Instruction – Jessica Ferguson .............. 715-243-7429
Interim Director of Technology – Patrick Olson..............................715-243-7411
Supervisor of Buildings & Grounds – Bob Parent........................... 715-243-7401
Supervisor of School Nutrition – Bobbie Guyette .......................... 715-243-1714
Meal Accounts............................................................................ 715-243-7408
District Nurse – Joan Simpson......................................................... 715-243-7424
Director of Community Education – Sara Rogers........................... 715-243-7423
Tiger Pack Coordinator – Rachel Twedten ..................................... 715-781-8721
Fax................................................................................................... 715-246-3638

Skyward
Family Access
Not Available
July 2-9, 2021
Thank you for your
understanding

Hillside Elementary ........................................................................ 715-243-1400
Interim Principal – Dr. Susan Curtis/Alicia Kirkman...................... 715-243-1401
Attendance Line – 24 hours a day.................................................... 715-243-1419
School Counselor............................................................................. 715-243-1409
Health Assistant............................................................................... 715-243-1408
Fax................................................................................................... 715-243-1418
Paperjack Elementary...................................................................... 715-243-7400
Principal – Andy Hoeppner.............................................................. 715-243-7403
Attendance Line – 24 hours a day.................................................... 715-243-7405
School Counselor............................................................................. 715-243-1504
Health Assistant............................................................................... 715-243-7405
Fax................................................................................................... 715-246-4278
Starr Elementary.............................................................................. 715-243-7431
Principal – Nicholas Hall................................................................. 715-243-7433
Attendance Line – 24 hours a day.................................................... 715-243-7434
School Counselor............................................................................. 715-243-7439
Health Assistant............................................................................... 715-243-1589
Fax................................................................................................... 715-246-2898
Middle School.................................................................................. 715-243-7471
Principal – Doug Hatch.................................................................... 715-243-7473
Assistant Principal – Michele Wood................................................ 715-243-7474
Attendance Line – 24 hours a day.................................................... 715-243-1616
School Counselors.................................................................. 715-243-7477/7485
Health Assistant............................................................................... 715-243-1616
Fax................................................................................................... 715-246-0580
High School .................................................................................... 715-243-7451
Principal – Tom Wissink.................................................................. 715-243-7454
Assistant Principal – Jeff Swanson.................................................. 715-243-7453
Assistant Principal – Heidi Link .................................................... 715-243-7456
Assistant Principal/Athletic Director – Scott Farmer...................... 715-243-7455
Attendance Line – 24 hour a day..................................................... 715-243-7445
School Counselors......................................................... 715-243-7446/7447/7448
Health Assistant............................................................................... 715-243-1709
Fax................................................................................................... 715-243-7464
District Resources
District Website................................................... www.newrichmond.k12.wi.us
(Staff e-mails are available on the District website)
District Newsletter Editor – Lisa Vergin.......................................... 715-243-7404
Newsletter Email................................................lvergin@newrichmond.k12.wi.us

Bryan Shafer ..............Board President
bshafer@newrichmond.k12.wi.us
Paula Kolbeck..........Vice President
pkolbeck@newrichmond.k12.wi.us
Marilyn Duerst..............Board Clerk
mduerst@newrichmond.k12.wi.us
Greg Gartner..........Board Treasurer
ggartner@newrichmond.k12.wi.us
Kent Elkin.................Board Member
kelkin@newrichmond.k12.wi.us
Tim Kufus...................Board Member
tkufus@newrichmond.k12.wi.us
Dr. Neal Melby..........Board Member
nmelby@newrichmond.k12.wi.us
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