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The New Richmond Academic Decathlon Team Placed 1st at the 
Regional Competition held at the UW-Eau Claire Rice Lake Campus 
on Friday, January 10. This was their 7th Consecutive Regional win, a 
State of  Wisconsin Academic Decathlon record. Pictured above are 
this year’s team. Back row (from left): Cale Bishop, Erik Moberg, Conrad 
Botz, Collin Campbell, Tyler Sippl, Jaxon Green.  Front row: Martin Stenske, 
Gracie Getschel, Teresa Tenner, Katey Eickhoff.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  N R H S  A c a d e m i c  D e c a t h l o n  Te a m !

Full story on page 7.
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A Note From Your District Administrator 
From all of  us here at the School District of  New Richmond, we would like to thank you for 
the opportunity to serve your child and this community. We understand the very important 
role we play in the lives and futures of  our children. Below includes a variety of  updates for 
the School District of  New Richmond.
Student Achievement: Our District goals are rooted in our focus on student achievement. 
This past fall the Wisconsin Department of  Public Instruction released the 2018-19 State 
of  Wisconsin Forward/Aspire/ACT assessment results to the public and because our staff ’s 
excellence drives our success, we are proud to report the following for the School District of  
New Richmond:

•	 TOP in Middle Border Conference for the state of  Wisconsin forward assessment exam
•	 TOP 4 (average) in grades 3-8 regional rank (15 area schools)
•	 ACT composite 22.2 (District goal is 22)
•	 ACT regional rank (15 area schools)

o #1 in English/Language Arts
o #1 in Math
o #1 in Science 

In review of  the 2018-19 DPI Accountability Report Card Data, the School District of  New Richmond is proud to 
report our performance in comparison with ALL other Wisconsin K-12 Districts. All of  the School District of  New 
Richmond buildings scored an Exceeds or Significantly Exceeds Expectations on their report card.

Overall Accountability Score     Top 24%
District Student Achievement Score   Top 8%
Eighth-Grade Mathematics Achievement Score Top 4%
Third-Grade ELA Achievement Score    Top 29%
District Student Growth Score     Top 42%
District Closing Gaps Score     Bottom 30%
District On-Track Post-Secondary Readiness Score   Top 13%

•	 District Student Achievement Score: students’ level of  knowledge and skills attained compared 
against state academic standards in English Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics.

•	 District Student Growth Score: how rapidly students are gaining knowledge and skills from year 
to year, focusing on the pace of  improvement in students’ performance.

•	 District Closing Gaps Score: how much the school or district is closing statewide achievement 
gaps between student groups (comparing low-income students, English learners, students with 
disabilities, and members of  minority racial or ethnic groups with their peers).

•	 District On-Track Post-Secondary Readiness Score: how successfully students are achieving 
educational milestones that predict later success.

As a learning community, we strive to inspire every student to learn to his or her potential and we are continually 
looking to improve our instructional practices to offer the best education possible for our students. These data 
summaries are one source of  information that the District uses to reflect upon both our strengths and areas of  
opportunities. The dedication and hard work that each one of  our staff  members contributes to our overall District 
goals are evident in the data above. Our focus on improving instruction by helping each student grow so they are 
able to reach their potential is again evident.
NRHS Stadium: Phase 3 of  the NRHS stadium project has been split into three different sections.

•	 3A - This section of  the project is led by NRHS educator Ken Kerr’s buildings and trades classes 
along with NRHS educator Tom Leque’s metals/manufacturing classes. As a team, this section of  

Patrick Olson
District Administrator



Page 3WINTER EDITION 2020

In
s
p
ir

e
 E

v
e
r
y
 S

tu
d
e
n
t to

 L
e
a
r
n
 to

 H
is

 o
r
 H

e
r
 P

o
te

n
tia

l
A Note From Your District Administrator - Continued

the Phase 3 includes the east side ticket booth, wrought iron entrances and fencing, west side ticket 
booth, concession stand, and restrooms. The students taking part in this portion of  the project are 
proudly leaving their mark on this project.

•	 3B – This section of  the project is the 2,300 seating capacity home grandstand that includes 
six bays of  under storage to utilize all possible space for the District’s needs. This portion also 
includes the press box that will house appropriate space for event staff, coaches, and media.

•	 3C – This section of  the project includes the earthwork needed for the concrete bases and plaza 
area. 

Collectively, this project has been a vision supported by hard work and community pride. The NRHS Stadium 
Capital Campaign is still active as Phase 4 will be next on the list to help complete. Please contact NRHS Athletic 
Director Casey Eckardt (CEckardt@newrichmond.k12.wi.us) if  interested in donating to this community project.

5th Annual Family Safety Night: 
New Richmond Area Living Well Together is a collaborative effort formulated out of  numerous community 
discussions in recent years. As a collective group, we feel that a proactive model of  education can provide help with 
difficult topics through the use of  multiple platforms, which includes symposiums, CHATs, discussions, events, 
presentations, webinars, and community gatherings. Our hope is that if  everyone is speaking the same language, 
communicating resources, and assisting one another, the power of  many becomes the norm as we navigate issues 
and challenges within our community.
This year will mark the 5th year of  the annual Family Safety Night event. Collectively this group has hosted the 
following over the past five years.

•	 Year 1: Safe Play, Alison Feigh, Jacob Wetterling Resource Center
•	 Year 2: Protecting your digital footprint
•	 Year 3: Make it okay and you are not alone week
•	 Year 4: Resilience and coping skills for students, parents, and community members
•	 Year 5: Screenagers and Screenagers - Next Chapter (mental health and the effects of  screen time)

Tuesday, April 7, 2020 everyone is welcome to attend, free of  charge, the New Richmond Area 5th Annual Family 
Safety Night held at the New Richmond High School Auditorium. More information will be coming out soon about 
this event.

Transportation: The District continues to evaluate and find enhancements to both transportation options and 
better ways to communicate with families.

•	 Middle School Activity Bus Pilot. With financial assistance from the Doar Foundation, New Richmond 
Middle School is piloting an after school activity bus for those students staying for study group or an after 
school club.

•	 Transportation App- We are working with North America Central School Bus on implementing an app 
called Here Comes the Bus to further enhance our communication with parents when routes are delayed for 
any reason.

Growing Through Grief  Partnership with Westfields Hospital & Clinic: The New Richmond community has 
endured a tremendous amount of  loss in the past four years. We are very pleased to report that Westfield Hospital 
& Clinic and SDNR received a $40,000 Growing Through Grief  grant that is specifically for the District to use a 
research base grief  program. The School District of  New Richmond is the first school in Wisconsin and joins the 
only program in Minnesota that provides intensive school-based grief  support. Grief  services are provided free of  
charge to students, including one-to-one counseling, support groups, and crisis support. The following criteria will 
be used to identify students in need of  this support:

•	 Students that have experienced the death of  a close family member or friend
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A Note From Your District Administrator 
•	 High school, middle school and select elementary schools based on need and program capacity.
•	 Focus area of  need is grief  – other psychosocial needs are expected and can be coupled with grief, but 

would not be the primary driver for the referral.
•	 Students needing grief  support. The program is not mental health treatment.

In closing, as stated by Ralph Waldo Emerson “Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no 
path and leave a trail”. The School District of  New Richmond continues to leave a trail and we thank you for your 
support in this journey! Please feel free to contact me anytime with concerns, questions, or comments.  
All updates and additional information are available on our website at www.newrichmond.k12.wi.us. Also, feel 
free visit our social media outlets of  Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram to receive daily updates on all the great 
experiences we are having here at the School District of  New Richmond.
Respectfully,

Patrick B. Olson
District Administrator
School District of  New Richmond
Office: 715.243.7413
polson@newrichmond.k12.wi.us

Winter Weather Procedures
We wanted to remind everyone of our protocols with school closures and other District emergency procedures. Please 
know that everyone will be notified through our ENS or Emergency Notification System (Blackboard) in the form of 
a phone call, text, and/or email of any school closure. We will also be posting winter weather information on local TV 
stations, District social media platforms, and informing the WCCO radio station. 
Should inclement weather or other emergency situation(s) require the District to close school(s) the following 
procedures shall be followed:

When School is Closed
1. Automated calls will be placed to parent contact information beginning at 6:00 a.m. or as soon as practical using 

the District’s Emergency Notification System (ENS) if conditions warrant the closing of schools.

2. Listen to radio station WCCO (AM 830) and/or watch WCCO-Channel 4, KSTP-Channel 5, FOX-Channel 9 or 
KARE-Channel 11 for announcements.  Normally decisions are called in by 6:00 a.m., but there can be delays 
in getting through or having the announcement read.

3. All school activities are assumed to be canceled.  This includes practices, rehearsals, open gym, games, concerts, 
Community Education, etc.

When School is Delayed (Late Start) or Dismissed Early
1. Automated calls will be placed to parent contact information beginning at 6:00 a.m. or as soon as practical using 

the District’s Emergency Notification System (ENS) if conditions warrant a delay or early dismissal of schools.

2. Listen to radio station WCCO (AM 830) and/or watch WCCO-Channel 4, KSTP-Channel 5, FOX-Channel 9 or 
KARE-Channel 11 for announcements.

3. All school activities are assumed to be canceled with an early dismissal.  This includes practices, rehearsals, 
open gym, games, concerts, Community Education, etc.

These are guidelines and may be adjusted in accordance with the circumstances and weather conditions. We appreciate 
your cooperation and understanding.
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On January 3rd and 4th, River Falls High School 
hosted the St. Croix Valley Music Educators 
Association (SCVMEA) Honors Band and Choir 
event. SCVMEA is a seven school coalition 
including: Baldwin-Woodville, Ellsworth, Hudson, 
Prescott, River Falls, St. Croix Central, and New 
Richmond. For this honors event, top students 
from each of  the schools were selected to rehearse 
together and perform. From NRHS, fifteen vocal 
students and nineteen band students were among 
the selected honors students.  Guest clinicians, 
Stephanie Klockow from UW-Platteville and 
Dr. Nicholas Enrico Williams from Melbourne 
Conservatorium of  Music, were brought in to 
rehearse with students all day Friday and then to 
direct the students in a Saturday Concert. 

Honors Music 2020

Honor Choir  
(Back Row, Left to Right) Tom Hartl, Tayven George, Chase Blasing, Landon 
Carney, Alex Jarchow, Lydia D'Amico, Ellie Barlow-Sager, Katie McDermid
(Front Row) Alyx Lynch, Noah Hughes, Dylan Kruizenga, Olivia Dunlap, Jade 
Berget, Amy Baranowski, Nevaeh Brewer

NRHS Honor Band
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NRHS Academic Decathlon Team - Earns 7th Consecutive Trip to State Competition

The Academic Decathlon is a  global competition organized by United States 
Academic Decathlon (USAD). Schools from 43 states and several countries 
(including India and China) actively compete in USAD, which is considered 
one of  the largest academic competitions in the world. The competition 
consists of  seven objective multiple choice tests, two subjective performance 
events, and an essay.   Academic Decathlon is designed to include students 
from all achievement levels. Teams generally consist of  nine members, who 
are divided into three divisions based on a custom calculated grade point 
average.  

Ten teams competed in each of  five regional competitions held throughout 
the state with 20 teams earning a trip to the state competition in Wisconsin 
Dells in March. Currently ranked 3rd in Division 2, New Richmond will be 
competing in their 7th state competition this year.

Besides the team win, team NRHS team members took home 53 of  the 
111 category ribbons awarded and 8 of  the 9 individual overall honors.  Of  
special note, Collin Campbell earned the State Top Scholar Award for Speech 
and will be recognized at the State Awards Banquet with a scholarship.

Math
Gold - Tyler Sippl, Jaxon Green, Martin Stenske

Silver - Conrad Botz
Bronze - Katey Eickhoff, Collin Campbell

Science
Gold - Teresa Tenner, Jaxon Green, Martin Stenske

Silver - Katey Eickhoff, Conrad Botz
Bronze - Tyler Sippl

Literature
Gold - Tyler Sippl, Jaxon Green

Silver - Katey Eickhoff, Collin Campbell, Martin Stenske
Bronze - Teresa Tenner, Conrad Botz

Art
Gold - Katey Eickhoff, Jaxon Green,Martin Stenske

Silver - Teresa Tenner, Gracie Getschel
Bronze - Tyler Sippl, Conrad Botz

Music
Gold  - Katey Eickhoff, Collin Campbell, Jaxon Green, Conrad Botz

Silver - Teresa Tenner
Bronze - Gracie Getschel

Economics
Gold - Teresa Tenner, Jaxon Green, Martin Stenske

Silver - Katey Eickhoff
Bronze - Collin Campbell, Conrad Botz

Social Science
Gold  - Teresa Tenner, Martin Stenske

Silver - Conrad Botz
Bronze - Katey Eickhoff, Jaxon Green

Essay
Gold - Tyler Sippl

Silver - Martin Stenske
Bronze - Jaxon Green

Speech
Gold - Collin Campbell

Silver - Teresa Tenner, Gracie Getschel

Interview
Gold  - Gracie Getschel

Silver - Teresa Tenner, Martin Stenske
Bronze - Katey Eickhoff, Conrad Botz

Overall Scholar

Gold - Teresa Tenner, Jaxon Green, Martin Stenske

Silver - Katey Eickhoff, Collin Campbell, Conrad Botz

Bronze - Tyler Sippl, Gracie Getschel

Awards by Subject

NRHS Academic Decathlon Team celebrating 
their victory.
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2020-2021 Kindergarten Registration Meetings - February 25, 2020

Dear Parents / Guardians,

On behalf  of  the School District of  New Richmond, 
we would like to welcome you and your family to 
Kindergarten Registration for the 2020-2021 school 
year. We hope that you and your child are as excited 
as we are to begin building lasting memories and 
participating in the wonderful learning experiences that 
happen every day.

This year, parents at all Elementary Schools will be completing the Online Registration for Kindergarten. This new 
process will replace the paper version of  registering your child for Kindergarten. The online registration will be 
through Family Access for families currently enrolled in NR4K or through our New Student Online Enrollment 
Portal for families new to the district. Staff  will be on- hand to support families with the online enrollment process.

Parents will also have the opportunity to review your child’s fall orientation program, typical kindergarten day, 
bussing, medical information and a question/answer session. A Tiger Pack representative will also be available for 
your questions.

To assist you in completing the Online Registration, please bring the following information with you:

Student currently attending NR4K (primary family members are able to verify required online documents)

● Family Access login and password (if  currently enrolled in NR4K)

○ Login directions are located on the back of  this letter  

● Current address and phone numbers for students/guardians
● Current emergency contact information (names and phone numbers)
● Updated health information (including dates and types of  updated immunizations in the last year)

New Kindergarten student to New Richmond School District
● Certified copy of  your child’s birth certificate (child must be five years old on or before September 1, 2020)
● Current address and phone numbers for students/guardians/emergency contacts
● Updated health information (including immunization records)

Once again, this meeting is only for parents/guardians who are registering a child/children for Kindergarten during 
the 2020-2021 school year. Both children and parents will be involved in our individualized orientation sessions at 
the beginning of  the school year. If  you are unable to attend the meeting or do not plan to send your child to the 
New Richmond School District, please contact the District Office at:  715.243.7411.  We are excited to offer this 
feature and look forward to the 2020-2021 school year.

1. Make sure you have your personal Skyward Family Access Login ID and Password (parents/guardians 
were given this information when their child started school)

2. Go to the District website at www.newrichmond.k12.wi.us – Click on “Family Access” tab
3. Fill in your Login ID and Password (if  you do not remember your password, please click on “forgot 

login/password” - an email will be sent to you.  Please check your spam folder if  not received)

If  you need assistance or have any questions with regards to Family Access, please contact the school office at the 
number listed below.

Hillside Elementary:     715.243.1400 

Paperjack Elementary: 715.243.7400

Starr Elementary:         715.243.7431

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION MEETINGS
 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020 - 6:00 p.m. 
Hillside, Paperjack, & Starr Elementary

Media Centers
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Warm Up To Summer Learning - Summer Stretch 2020 Registration Starts March 23rd

Looking for a fun way to keep your child engaged 
in learning this summer? Would your child 
enjoy meeting other students and spending time 
discovering new skills? This June, the School District 
of  New Richmond is pleased to once again offer 
Summer Stretch classes for students in grades 4k-7. 
Our innovative classes enrich and strengthen your 
child(ren)’s learning abilities throughout 14 fun days 
during the summer break. 

The benefits of  Summer Stretch classes are many. Numerous studies have 
confirmed that children can lose ground in their learning if  they lack opportunities 
to continue building skills over the summer. Our Summer Stretch classes, which 
range in numerous subjects from arts to science to languages, help your child to:

● Explore their interests

● Develop new skills

● Get hands-on experiences 
in a non-typical classroom 

● Meet other students with similar interests

Summer Stretch begins Tuesday, June 9 and runs through Friday, June 26th  
(8am-11:30am). Registrations booklets will be sent home with students on Friday, 
March 20th, and online registration opens at 5:30am on Monday, March 23rd. 

Classes are filled on a first-come, first-served basis, so don’t delay with your registration. You can stay on top of  all Summer 
Stretch news at our web page (noted below), as well as the detailed information within our registration booklet. Be sure to look 
through all of  the exciting class options ahead of  time and make the necessary preparations before March 23rd. 

Mark your calendars today--Summer Stretch 2020 will be here soon and we can’t wait to learn and grow with your family!

SUMMER STRETCH DATES 
Tuesday, June 9 -- Friday, June 26, 2020  

(8-11:30am)

For more information and current updates, see our web page:
https://www.newrichmond.k12.wi.us/Domain/1666

Gadgets Galore

Art of Fishing

Save The Date

Parent Teacher Conferences
Thursday, February 13, 2020

Early Release for Elementary Students
and

Monday, February 17, 2020
No School for Students

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION MEETINGS
 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020 - 6:00 p.m. 
Hillside, Paperjack, & Starr Elementary

Media Centers
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Summer Tiger Pack- Registration Now Open for Summer
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Aid for Australia’s Animals - A Hillside Service Project

During the week of  January 13th, Hillside Elementary students worked together to help the injured and homeless 
wildlife of  Australia by participating in an “Aid for Australia’s Animals” service project.  All grade levels helped by 
bringing in “Coins for Critters” and/or approved fabric to be used for making joey pouches and animal beds.  First 
grade classes also busied themselves writing Thank You notes to area businesses who gave monetary or material 
donations.  Second graders created the title sign for the drive and also made posters to hang around the school.  
Third graders worked together to create pattern templates for pouches and beds.  Fourth and fifth grade classes 
came together on Friday, January 17th, to use the pattern templates and cut and pin together as many pouches and 
beds as possible. 

Australia rescue organizations have been inundated with hundreds of  thousands of  injured and orphaned wildlife 
and domestic animals. The Coins for Critters collected $1269.05 to help with shipping costs.

Adult volunteers signed up for a “sew-in” held Saturday, January 25th. Numerous staff, parent, and community 
volunteers came together to sew pouches and beds. As of  today, there are over 150 joey pouches and 50 animal beds 
complete and ready to be shipped to Australia.  As more get finished, they will be sent to The American Rescue 
Craft Guild for later shipment.
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Blankets Galore! - by Mrs. Stellrecht, Physical Education Teacher

Future City participants completed their competitive season on January 24th at 
the NRMS Future City Finals. The theme this year was Clean Water-Tap into 
Tomorrow. Teams had to use the engineering process to plan, design, and build 
a city set 100 years in the future that addresses clean water systems.

Coaches Erin Baillargeon and Jodi Markowski thank judges Jeremiah Wendt, 
Steve Skinner and Michele Wood.

Future City - By Jodi Markowski

Results:
Overall Winning Team and Excellence in Engineering Award 
Team Arcadia:  Gavin Tarras, Christian Roberts, and Luke Mews

Eco Friendly Power Systems Award and Clean Water Award 
Team Aquatropolis:  Adelle Dittman, Amber Stevens,  

Amelia Mehls, Ryan Hansen

Best Infrastructure Innovation Award 
Team USDOME36:  Hayden Halstad, Brody Allwood,  

Caleb Kline, Alex Modesette

For the 3rd year, each homeroom at the New 
Richmond Middle School made fleece tie 
blankets to donate to the Western Wisconsin 
Cancer Center here in New Richmond. For 
the 2nd year in a row, we donated over 100 
blankets!  

Thank you to a great staff  and student body 
for working so hard to get them made and 
delivered before Christmas. 

Great job everyone!

Pictured : Over 100 
blankets made and 
donated for the 
2nd year in a row.

Mrs. Stellrecht's 
homeroom made 
seven fleece tie 
blankets to donate 
to the Western WI 
Cancer Center.
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NRMS Math Counts Team Headed to State - By Jodi Markowski, NRMS Tiger 
Quest Instructor

Congratulations to the NRMS Math Counts team for their 
performance at regionals in Eau Claire yesterday!  

Tiger pride goes out to the A-Team made up of  Christian 
Roberts, Isabel Christiansen, Amara Greene, and Captain Nick 
Jarchow for finishing as the 4th place team which qualifies them 
to go on to the State Math Counts Competition  in Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin on March 7th.  

Congrats to all the NRMS Math Counts members on a great 
season! Big thanks to Coaches Maria Miller and Elizabeth 
Rasmussen for their time and dedication to this team!

State bound Math Counts team with coaches Elizabeth 
Rasmussen and Maria Miller.

Team Participants include: Christian Roberts, Luke Mews, Kaitlyn 
Arnsten, Amelia Mehls, Adelle Dittman, Brandon Hiltner, Alex 
Modesette, Isabel Christensen, Katelyn Doehrmann, Nick Jarchow, 
Elizabeth DeRosier, Amara Green, Nora Harris- not pictured. 

NRMS & NRHS Code Together
NRMS Students recently participated in the Hour of  Code event 
designed for students from across the globe to learn coding 
skills and develop knowledge of  computer languages through a 
variety of  projects.

NRMS students met with Greg Jorgenson, who has volunteered 
his time for many years to teach coding to our students.  
Additionally, the group visited Trent Bennig's AP Computer 
Science Principles class at the High School, where they were 
introduced to coding in javascript.

NRMS Participants include: Braden Salmon, Alex Modesette, Nehemiah 
Zappetta, Caleb Kline, Brody Allwood, Christian Roberts, Amelia Mehls,  
Luke Mews, Hunter Ross, Sierra Oldberg, Ian Dionosopoulos, Landon 
Strawn, Aiden Statum.

High School Mentors: Will Rang, Sam LaPean, Zach Johnson, Tristin Barritt,  
Jeremy Henze, Connor Botz, Justin Malchaski
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Opera For The Young - Students of All Ages Learn About Opera

Opera For the Young (OFTY), a touring company 
that brings live, professional opera to school audiences, 
recently performed an adaptation of  Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s famous operetta, Pirates of  Penzance. The 
opera company performed in the Paperjack Elementary 
School gymnasium for all the third graders in the 
school district. The production was fully staged, sung 
in English, and adapted especially for children. Students 
spent 6 weeks preparing music and learning about opera 
in music classes. Every third grader in the school district 
learned the chorus parts and even sang along during 
the opera. A chorus of  sixteen third grade students 
from Hillside, Paperjack, and Starr Elementary School 
appeared onstage and performed alongside professional 
artists.The opera chorus was made up of  students chosen 
through audition by their music teachers: Daniel Melaas-
Swanson (Hillside), Sara Byom (Paperjack), and Heather 
Zappetta (Starr). These students met during lunch, 
recess, and/or before school to practice their singing and 
group speaking parts. Choristers were: Camrin Canfield, 
Dawson Carpenter, Kennedy Curtis, Grant Fischer, 
Ella Heiberg, Cole Kvitek, Audrey Manning, Abby 
Mara, Katie Mork, Avery Rogers, Faye Schachtner, Ella 
Stephens, Lucas Stephens, Reese Ulrich, Breckin Waltz, 
and Samantha Wilson. Eiley Riordan, a third grader 
from Paperjack, was honored at the performance for her 
award winning program design. Her drawing appeared 
on the opera program cover, which was distributed to 
over 500 audience members!

The day of  the performance, the Opera For the Young 
artists spent just 40 minutes teaching the students 
choreography and stage direction prior to the show. The 
student actors wore costumes provided by the OFTY 

that made them look like wards, contables, or pirates.  
The students delivered a stunning performance, and 
the OFTY artists mentioned how well New Richmond 
students listened, learned, and performed. Considering 
they annually present over 200 performances, reaching 
80,000 children every school year throughout Wisconsin, 
northern Illinois, Iowa and eastern Minnesota; that’s 
quite a compliment! 

Following the elementary performance, the opera cast 
went to the Concert Choir class at the high school, 
directed by Jodi Mealey, and gave a clinic for the sixty 
students in class. First, each singer performed their 
favorite aria for the students and talked about their 
specific voice type. After they each sang, they answered 
questions from the students and talked about anything 
and everything about opera. The choral students loved 
it! That alone, was a fantastic experience, but then in 
the next hour, each opera singer took 3-4 singers and 
worked with them in a small group. The soprano singer 
worked with the sopranos, the tenor with tenors, and so 
on. Students really appreciated working with the singers 
and were grateful for the time to ask more specific 
questions, or focus on technique. Last, but not least, the 
opera singers gave a similar clinic to the 7th hour Chorale 
students, who were equally as engaged and excited with 
the performances and class chats.

Opera For the Young was brought to New Richmond at 
no cost to the students or school district. All expenses 
were covered using grant funds awarded by the Twin Cities 
Opera Guild, Inc. - an independent non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization devoted 
to opera education 
for children.  If  
you would like 
to learn more, 
or donate to the 
organization, please 
check out: www.
twincitiesoperaguild.
org.  Thank you!
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FFA Happenings - By Rose Gillis, FFA Chapter President

It’s half  way 
through the school 
year already and 
our FFA chapter 
has been busy. On 
September 28th, 

our members spent the day helping 
at our Alumni Tractor Pull. We 
ran the scale, recorded distances, 
registered pullers, and hung up signs 
for our sponsors. September also 
kicked off  our volunteer projects! 
On September 26th, we volunteered 
at Gregory’s Gift of  Hope. We 
divided ourselves into two teams; 
those allergic to animals and those 
not. The team that was allergic to the 
animals stayed outside and worked 
on the landscaping, while the team 
that could go inside took to cleaning 
the cat rooms and brushing the cats.

October brought our open house, 
where we opened up our doors to 
members, families, and community 
members. At our open house we 
gave tours of  our small animal lab, 
aquaculture lab, greenhouse, and 
we gave presentations about our 
SOAR Center. On October 15th, we 

volunteered at Feed My Starving 
Children. Our chapter assisted in 
packing 72 boxes, which equated to 
15,552 meals, feeding 43 children 
for a year! To end out October, 
three of  our members traveled 
to Indianapolis, Indiana for the 
National FFA convention. We toured 

the Milwaukee Vincent High School 
Ag Department and Fair Oaks 
Farms, attended an Old Dominion 
concert, toured the Exotic Feline 
Rescue Center, attended the World’s 
Toughest Rodeo, attended sessions 
held by the national FFA officer 
team, spent time at the career fair, 
and so much more!

November wrapped up our annual 
fruit, meat and cheese sale. A 
HUGE thank you to all those in 
the community who purchased 
products, our friends at WESTconsin 
Credit Union who helped us tally all 
the orders and our adult volunteers 

who came in to help in many ways 
making the fundraiser successful! 
FFA members also began practicing 
their parliamentary procedure 

skills for the District Leadership 
Development Event coming up in 
February. Many, many practices will 
take place between now and then! 

December was a very busy month 
for our chapter. On December 7th, 
we helped at Farm and Home’s 
Breakfast with Santa. Our members 
served food, cleaned up at the end of  
the event, and helped with any odd 
job that came around. On December 
9th, we had our annual cookie baking 
night at the high school. All of  the 
baked goods that we baked then 
got sold at our Bake Sale at Farm 
and Home on December 14th. On 
December 10th all of  our fruit that 
was sold by our members came in 
and out the doors in just one day! 
We unloaded, quality checked, and 
organized each and every piece of  
fruit, meat, and cheese! 

On December 
12th we held 
our Thank A 
Farmer meal 
in the ag room 
for all of  our 
local farmers 
and their 
families. We 
partnered with 
WESTconsin 
Credit Union 
to gather and 
thank all of  
local farmers 
for all that 
they do for our 
c o m m u n i t y. 
To end the 
year our 
chapter volunteered at Feed My 
Starving Children (FMSC) again on 
December 17th. This time around 
our chapter helped pack 100 boxes, 
equating to 21,600 meals, which 
feeds 59 children for a year!

Ali Tunnicliff, 
Iris Sauvola, 
and Haley 
Beukema 
scoop 
ingredients 
at Feed My 
Starving 
Children.

Abby Sauvola, Brenna Moon and 
Rose Gillis take in a motivational 
speech while attending National FFA 
Convention with 68,000 other FFA 
members in Indianapolis.

Mrs. Sauvola enjoys learning about the 
Milwaukee Vincent aquaculture program from 
instructor, Jeff Neuser. 

Josh Lindseth from 
WESTconsin Credit 
Union was just one 
a team of valued 
volunteers throughout 
the month of December. 
Partnering with WCU for 
the Thank a Farmer Meal 
was a fun experience. 
We are extremely 
appreciative of their time, 
talent and resources that 
are continually shared 
with us as FFA members! 
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FFA Happenings - By Rose Gillis, FFA Chapter President

Most recently, two of  our members 
attended the FFA Halftime 
Conference in Stevens Point, January 
10th-11th. The conference focused 
around preparing for the second half  
of  the year and keeping ours and our 

members’ motivation up. We got to 
attend workshops, sessions, and even 
meet the 2018-19 National Officer, 
Ridge Hughbanks! The FFA chapter 
also donated some material to help 
the Hillside Elementary event where 
they are creating joey pouches and 
animal blankets. 

Coming up in February we will be 
celebrating National FFA Week the 
week of  the 24th-28th. We will be 
celebrating with lunch activities at 
the high school, special events, and 
much more!

If  you are interested in getting 
your student involved in the FFA, 
please reach out to Mrs. Sauvola, 
our advisor at 715-243-1761 or any 
of  the officers at their emails. Stay 
tuned for our future adventures! 

Mrs. Sauvola:  
RSauvola@newrichmond.k12.wi.us 

Rose Gillis:  
gilliros@nrstudents.newrichmond.k12.wi.us

Hunter Schutte:  
schuthun@nrstudents.newrichmond.k12.wi.us

The FFA FMSC crew in December. A huge 
thank you to the parents and community 
members who volunteer with us! We always 
leave with big smiles and warm hearts 
knowing we made a difference in the lives of 
children around the world! 

Rose Gillis and Grace Johnson pose 
with Ridge Hughbanks, past National 
Officer, who attended our Halftime 
Conference as a motivational speaker. 

Scenes from FFA and Agriscience
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Agriscience Happenings - By Rachel Sauvola, Agriscience Instructor

Fall semester has come to a close, but not without time 
to recognize the great work that students accomplished 
while in the Agriscience Department. 

Our microgreens business 
operated by the Greenhouse 
Management students 
produced more than ever 
before - five+ pounds of  tiny 
seedlings each week that we 
sold to the lunch program. 
Students so enjoy seeing their 
name in lights while their 
peers dine upon the items 
they grew right in the school! 

We were fortunate enough to host another microgreen 
workshop where five new school districts came to learn 
all the ins and outs of  this program from our students. 
We made microgreen smoothies as a treat to enjoy after 
our evening of  sharing and learning. 

This crew of  students also 
tried their hand at floral design, 
creating six different pieces per 
person to showcase their skills. 
It’s always amazing to watch 
students turn a simple bin 
of  fake flowers into amazing 
masterpieces! 

The live dog lab for students in 
Small Animal Science brought 
27 dogs to my classroom all in 
one day!  A HUGE thank you 
to all the parents and friends 
who help transport those in 
and back home again so that we 
could practice our vet technician 
skills and evaluate each canine’s 
overall health. It was great to 
hear the stories of  acquisition 

and to witness firsthand 
how important these 
dogs are to their owners. 

A litter of  guinea pig 
babies was born in 
the Animal Learning 
Center so that brought 
a whole new level of  

understanding to that small animal’s reproduction, 
gestation and newborn care. Thank you to the families in 
the community who purchased those from us. We sure 
hope you are loving them as much as we love ours! 

Another special thanks to all those families who 
continually care for our 20+ small animals over breaks 
and holidays. It’s always a treat when a family reaches 
out and inquires about borrowing a pet so that their 
young child can practice pet care. We enjoy seeing the 
pictures of  those interactions and helping those families 
learn more about how to properly care for species of  
small animals. Please know that this is an option for your 
family. Just send me an email and we can make it work.  
I provide all the materials, you provide the love and cage 
cleaning. 

I am blessed that 
people in the 
community reach 
out with a plethora 
of  cool stuff  that 
works well for student 
projects.  Thanks to 
Terry Wallace we are 
now a guppy breeding 
facility. Maya Wood 
and her father donated a beautiful aquarium and all 
of  the fish and supplies to set it up as an addition to 
a student project in the aquaculture lab. This semester 
we have plans to socialize a litter of  German Shorthair 
Pointer puppies after they are weaned courtesy of  Mark 
and Tricia Schlicht. We are so grateful!

The new calendar year has brought new beginnings 
for a whole new group of  students. They are finding 
their place, establishing their projects and preparing to 
do great things! Stay tuned to see all of  the adventures 
they have in store. As 
always, I can be reached at  
rsauvola@newrichmond.
k12.wi.us or 715-243-1761.
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SOAR Center News - Donation Structure
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SOAR Center News - Donation Structure
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Community Education Is Prouid To Present - Kiwanis Annual Easter Egg Hunt
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Community Education Is Prouid To Present - Empty Bowls T-Shirt Orders
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Community Education Is Prouid To Present - Save the Date! Empty Bowls 2020

New Richmond Community Education Registration Form
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Community Education is Proud to Present - Adult Enrichment 

Pickleball Open Gym 
Su, T, Th, Sa, Now - 5/30/2020 
Sunday: 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM 
Tuesday: 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
Thursday: 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
Saturday: 8:30 AM  - 10:30 AM      
NR Starr Elementary - Gym   $10/10 visits 
 
Pottery Open Studio 
M, Now – 5/18/2020      
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
NR High School Ceramics Room  
  $60 for 10 visits, $20 single visit 
 
Volleyball: Open Gym 
W, Now - 4/15/2020       
7:00 PM - 9:30 PM 
NR Middle School - Gym   
         $20 cover the entire season 
 
Yoga Sculpt for Intermediates & Advanced 
M, Now - 5/18/2020       
4:40 PM - 5:40 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Music Room       
$70/ 10 visits, $48/ 6 visits, $10 drop in 
 
Olympic Fencing 
F, 2/21/2020 - 4/3/2020      
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Gym      $72 
 
Pottery: Experiencing Clay 
M, 2/24/2020 - 4/6/2020      
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
NR High School Ceramics Room  
           $75 + $30 Supplies 
 
Hypnosis: Lose Weight 
You will recived a “refresher card” to attend 
future classes for free. 
W, 2/26/2020       
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
NR Paperjack Elementary Media Center 
        $52, $94 for both weight loss & stop 
smoking 
 
Hypnosis: Stop Smoking/Vaping 
You will recived a “refresher card” to attend 
future classes for free. 
W, 2/26/2020       
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
NR Paperjack Elementary Media Center 
        $52, $94 for both weight loss & stop 
smoking

 
Indoor Fitness Bootcamp 
Su, 3/1/2020       
7:00 AM - 8:00 AM 
NR High School - Gym         $5 
 

Barn Quilt Workshop *Register by February 
14* 
Sa, 2/29/2020         
8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Cafe       $74 
2x2 Barn Quilt, $104 4x4 Barn Quilt 
 
Indoor Fitness Bootcamp 
Su, 3/1/2020       
7:00 AM - 8:00 AM 
NR High School - Gym         $5 
 
Infant & Toddler Safety Class 
M, 3/9/2020       
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
St Croix County Services Center,  
1752 Dorset Lane       Free 
 
Stargazing: Wisconsin Star Watch 
M, 3/16/2020       
7:30 PM - 9:30 PM 
NR Hillside Elementary       $15 
 
First Steps Running Class 
Tu, 3/24/2020 - 5/26/2020      
6:15 PM - 7:45 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Media Center          $55 
 
Intro to Meditation 
Tu, 3/31/2020 - 4/28/2020     
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 
NR Middle School Media Center     $50 
 
Ballroom Dance - Latin-Style 
Tu, 3/24 & 3/31/2020   
8:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Hudson Middle School        $34/couple 
 
Ballroom for Beginners 
Tu, 3/24 & 3/31/2020   
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Hudson Middle School        $34/couple 
 
Night Club Slow Dance 
Tu, 3/24 & 3/31/2020   
 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
Hudson Middle School        $34/couple 
 
Canvas Painting: Colorful Rooster 
W, 4/1/2020      
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Champs, 220 S Knowles Ave.           $46 
 
 
Indoor Fitness Bootcamp 
Su, 4/5/2020         
7:00 AM - 8:00 AM 
NR High School - Gym         $5 
 
Ballroom Dance for Intermediates 
Tu, 4/7 & 4/14/2020      
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Hudson Middle School        $34/couple 
 

Wedding-Prom Dance Class 
Tu, 4/7 & 4/14/2020        
8:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Hudson Middle School        $17/Person 
 
Stained Glass Dragonfly 
F, 4/17/2020        
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
1568 89th Street, New Richmond  
               $20  + $20 Supplies 
 
Start your Garden Growing 
Sa, 4/18/2020       
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Threshing Table Farms, 2249 150th St, Star 
Prairie             $20 
 
Empty Bowls Event Night 
Th, 4/23/2020       
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
NR High School Cafeteria   
 FREE, bowls & food available for 
purchase 
 
Just ONCE Piano for Busy People 
M, 5/4/2020       
6:30 PM - 9:30 PM 
NR Middle School Choir Room      $59 
 
Infant & Toddler Safety Class 
M, 5/4/2020      
 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
St Croix County  Services Center, 1752 
Dorset Lane      Free 
 
Just ONCE Guitar for Busy People 
Tu, 5/5/2020        
6:30 PM - 9:00 PM 
NR Middle School Choir Room     $59 
 
Learn the A B C & D’s of Medicare 
Tu, 5/5/2020         
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM 
NR Middle School - Rm 171                       Free 
 
Puppy Social Club 
W, 5/6/2020 - 5/27/2020      
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
NR Starr Elementary – Gym/Field     $45 
Stained Glass Garden or Plant Stake 
Sa, 5/9/2020         
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
1568 89th Street, New Richmond  
                $20 + $15 Supplies 
 
Fused Glass Pendant 
M, 5/11/2020         
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
1568 89th Street, New Richmond  
            $15 + $25 Supplies 
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Community Education is Proud to Present - Adult Enrichment

Community Education Is Proud To Present - Youth Enrichment

Basic Dog/Puppy Manners Obedience for 
ages 12 weeks+ 
M, 6/1/2020 - 7/6/2020      
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Field                          $75 
 
Difficult Dog Behavior Modification 
M, 6/1/2020 - 7/6/2020      
7:15 PM - 8:15 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Field                         $85 
 
Stained Glass Kayak with Paddle 
Sa, 6/13/2020         
9:00 AM - 12:30 PM 
1568 89th Street                $25 + $30 Supplies

Hypnosis: Lose Weight 
You will recived a “refresher card” to attend 
future classes for free. 
M, 5/18/2020     
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
NR Paperjack Elementary Media Center   
 $52, $94 for both weight loss & 
stop smoking 

Hypnosis: Stop Smoking/Vaping 
You will recived a “refresher card” to attend 
future classes for free. 
M, 5/18/2020     
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
NR Paperjack Elementary Media Center 
 $52, $94 for both weight loss & 
stop smoking

Cupid Shuffle: Indoor Soccer Event for 
High School ages 
Su, 2/16/2020         
12:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
NR Middle School - Gym      $20 
 
Tennis Lessons Grades 2-5 
M, Th, 2/20/2020 - 3/19/2020     
4:30 PM - 5:15 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Gym     $42 
 
Tennis Lessons Intermediates/
Advanced Grades 5-8 
M, Th, 2/20/2020 - 3/19/2020     
5:15 PM - 6:00 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Gym     $42 
 
Olympic Fencing  
F, 2/21/2020 - 4/3/2020    
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Gym      $72 
 
Karate – Beginners ages 5+ 
M, 2/24/2020 - 4/20/2020      
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Cafe     $48 
 
Karate – Intermediate ages 5+ 
M, 2/24/2020 - 4/20/2020      
7:15 PM - 8:15 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Cafe     $48 
 
Tiger Paw Gymnastics ages 3-5 
M, 3/9/2020 - 4/27/2020      
4:00 PM – 4:30 PM 
Premier Complex -102 W North Shore 
Drive        $65 

Tiger Paw Gymnastics ages 6+ 
M, 3/9/2020 - 4/27/2020      
4:30 PM - 5:30 PM 
Premier Complex -102 W North Shore 
Drive        $80 
 
Power Up: Open Gym! 
F, 3/13/2020       
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Gym    Free 
 
Indoor Soccer Skills Clinic 
Su, 3/22/2020      
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM, 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM, 
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM, 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM, 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
NR High School - Gym       $15 
 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt *bring your 
own basket* 
Sa, 4/11/2020       
10:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Gym   Free 
 
Karate – Beginners ages 5+ 
M, 4/27/2020 - 6/8/2020      
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Cafe     $48 
 
Karate – Intermediate ages 5+ 
M, 4/27/2020 - 6/8/2020      
7:15 PM - 8:15 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Cafe     $48

Youth Spring Soccer *Deadline March 
20th* 
Sa, 4/18/2020 - 5/16/2020     
U4, 30 min practice between  
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM   
            $30, includes shirt 
U6, 45 min practice between  
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM   
            $40, includes shirt 
U8, 60 min practice between  
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM   
            $50, includes shirt 
U10/U12/U14, 90 min practice between 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM  
            $95, includes shirt 
NR Starr Elementary - Field-Soccer 
 
Power Up: Open Gym! 
F, 4/24/2020         
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Gym       Free 
 
Power Up: Open Gym! 
F, 5/8/2020         
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
NR Starr Elementary - Gym    Free 
 
Youth Track & Field Grades K-6 
W, 5/20/2020 - 5/27/2020      
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 
NR High School - Track   
        $25, includes shirt & ribbons

CONTACT  
COMMUNITY  EDUCATION

Stop-in or drop off at outside box: 
837 East 11th Street

New Richmond, WI  54017

Office Hours:  
7:00 am - 3:30 pm  

Monday through Thursday  
7:00 am - Noon on Fridays

Phone: 715-243-7421

Website: 
www.newrichmond.k12.wi.us
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At the School District of New Richmond, we aim to be a resource for you! 
If you have any questions or would like to contact someone in our schools, 

please use the list below as a resource for specific departments and schools. 

Contact Us

Rick Hinz ..............Board President
rhinz@newrichmond.k12.wi.us

Paula Kolbeck..........Vice President
pkolbeck@newrichmond.k12.wi.us

Marilyn Duerst..............Board Clerk
mduerst@newrichmond.k12.wi.us
 
Greg Gartner..........Board Treasurer
ggartner@newrichmond.k12.wi.us

Kent Elkin.................Board Member
kelkin@newrichmond.k12.wi.us

Dr. Neal Melby..........Board Member
nmelby@newrichmond.k12.wi.us

Bryan Schafer..........Board Member
bschafer@newrichmond.k12.wi.us

District  .............................................................................................715-243-7411
District Administrator – Patrick Olson ........................................... 715-243-7413
Director of Fiscal & Building Operations – Brian Johnston ........... 715-243-7414
Director of Special Services – Kathy Rogers ................................. 715-243-7426
Director of Curriculum & Instruction – Jessica Ferguson  ............. 715-243-7429
Director of Technology – Mike Ballard .......................................... 715-243-7403
Supervisor of Buildings & Grounds – Bob Parent .......................... 715-243-7401
Supervisor of School Nutrition – Bobbie Guyette  ......................... 715-243-1714
     Meal Accounts ........................................................................... 715-243-7408
District Nurse – Joan Simpson ........................................................ 715-243-7424
Director of Community Education – Sara Rogers .......................... 715-243-7423
Tiger Pack Coordinator – Rachel Twedten  .................................... 715-781-8721
Fax................................................................................................... 715-246-3638

Hillside Elementary  ....................................................................... 715-243-1400
Principal – Frank Norton ................................................................ 715-243-1401
Attendance Line – 24 hours a day ................................................... 715-243-1419
School Counselor ............................................................................ 715-243-1409
Health Assistant .............................................................................. 715-243-1408
Fax................................................................................................... 715-243-1418
 

Paperjack Elementary ..................................................................... 715-243-7400
Principal – Mike Ballard ................................................................. 715-243-7403
Attendance Line – 24 hours a day ................................................... 715-243-7405
School Counselor ............................................................................ 715-243-1504
Health Assistant .............................................................................. 715-243-7405
Fax................................................................................................... 715-246-4278

Starr Elementary ............................................................................. 715-243-7431
Principal – Nicholas Hall ................................................................ 715-243-7433
Attendance Line – 24 hours a day ................................................... 715-243-7434
School Counselor ............................................................................ 715-243-7439
Health Assistant .............................................................................. 715-243-1589
Fax................................................................................................... 715-246-2898

Middle School ................................................................................. 715-243-7471
Principal – Doug Hatch ................................................................... 715-243-7473
Assistant Principal – Michele Wood ............................................... 715-243-7474
Attendance Line – 24 hours a day ................................................... 715-243-1616
School Counselors ................................................................. 715-243-7477/7485
Health Assistant .............................................................................. 715-243-1616
Fax................................................................................................... 715-246-0580

High School  ................................................................................... 715-243-7451
Principal – Tom Wissink ................................................................. 715-243-7454
Assistant Principal – Jeff Swanson ................................................. 715-243-7453
Assistant Principal – Heidi Link .................................................... 715-243-
Assistant Principal/Athletic Director – Casey Eckardt ................... 715-243-7455
Attendance Line – 24 hour a day .................................................... 715-243-7445
School Counselors ........................................................ 715-243-7446/7447/7448
Health Assistant .............................................................................. 715-243-1709
Fax................................................................................................... 715-243-7464

District Resources
District Website .................................................. www.newrichmond.k12.wi.us
(Staff e-mails are available on the District website)
District Newsletter Editor – Lisa Vergin ......................................... 715-243-7404
Newsletter Email ...............................................lvergin@newrichmond.k12.wi.us

For a comprehensive list of current and previous  
School Board meeting agendas and minutes, please visit  

www.newrichmond.k12.wi.us

Check us out online at 
www.newrichmond.k12.wi.us  

or LIKE us on Facebook 




